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THE TWENTIETH CENTURY REVEALED THE AMERICAN METROPOLIS AS ASPACE THAT HAS CONSISTENTlY EXTENDED OUTWARD RATHER THAN

EXPANDING UPWARD. BECAUSE THE EXPANSION EVOlVED HORIZONTALLY, URBAN SPACES AND lANDSCAPE ENTITIES GREW TOGETHER AS AN

INDISTINGUISHABLE, If NOT COHESIVE WHOLE. HOWEVER, COUNTlESS LANDSCAPES CAUGHT IN BETWEEN WERE OFTEN IGNORED, AND ATTIMES

SERVED NO PRACTICAL FUNCTION. AS THE MOVEMENT OF LOW·DENSITY URBANIZATION CONTINUES TO SPREAD ONWARD, IT LEAVES IN ITS WAKE

"SPACE VOIDSu
.' LOCATING THIS WASTE WILL REVEAL AN OPPORTUNITY TO POTENTIAllY REPROGRAM THE LANDSCAPE TO BENEFIT ITS IMMEDIATE

CONTEXT.

THE PUBLIC HAS GENERAlLY RESISTED THE LEGITIMACY OF PUBlICLY·FUNDED REPROGRAMMING Of THESE IN·BETWEEN SPACES. HOWEVER, CITIES ARE

RECOGNIZING THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF HORIZONTAL DEVElOPMENT. THREATS OF GLOBAL WARMING AND RISING TRAVEl COSTS ARE

CONTRIBUTING TO ARENEWED INTEREST IN THE REIN HABITATION OF IN·BETWEEN LANDSCAPE. THESE SPACES TEEND TO BE LOCATED ON THE

PERIPHERY OF PRE·WAR INDUSTRIAL-BASED URBAN CORES. THE OTHER BUFFER CREATED, CAME IN THE FORM OF LOW DENSITYSPRAWING SUBURBS.

UTILIZATION OF THESE BUfFER ZONES FOR THE REIMPLEMENTATION OF MASS TRANSIT WILL CREATE ASURPLUS OF SPACE FOR WHICH TO REFASHION

AMERICA'S HORIZONTAl LANDSCAPE. ANY NEWSYSTEM WILL LIKELY OCCUR ON AN EXISTING RIGHT·Of-WAY WHICH BRINGS fORTH AN OPPORTUNITY

TO ENVISION NEW USES FOR THE ABANDONED LANDSCAPES PARAllEl THE RIGHT-Of-WAY. THESE DERElICTSPACES fUNCTION AS BUFFERS BETWEEN

THE NEIGHBORHOODS AND THESE WASTED LANDSCAPES, BUT NEW USES WOULD ENABLE THESE LANDSCAPES TO ACT AS INTEGRATED CORRIDORS

FUSING THE HORIZONTAL LANDSCAPE.

«IN MY PROIECTS IAM ALWAYS INTERESTEO IN THE 'GENIUS OF THE PlACE' RATHUl THAN IN THE GENIUS OF MY OFFICE.. EVEN MOTORWAYS OR INOUSTRIAL WASTElANDS (AN Bf:

FlllEO WITH ANEWSPIRIT ANO (AN Bf: MAOE WORTH LIVING RY KEEPING VISlaLE THE SPIRIT OF THE EXISTING SITE. lANDSCAPE ANO OPEN SPACE CONTAIN AWEALTH OF

INFORMATION lAYERS. THESE lAYERS OF INFORMATION (AN EXIST PHVSI(AllY, THEY(AN 8( VlSI8LE OR INVlSI8LE, THEY (AN Bf: ABSTRACT LIKE CARTOGRAPHIC GRIOS, OR

REMEM8RANCES· LYING WITHIN OR OUT OF THE PlACE.. THE CHALLENGE IS TO MAKE THE RlGHTSElECTION, TO LIBERATE OUR SENSES ANO TO 8E OPEN TO NEW IMPRESSIONS.'"

PETERlATl



THE AMERICAN URBAN LANDSCAPE IS ONE OF HORIZONTALITY. AS THE MOVEMENT OF LOW-DENSITY URBANIZATION CONTINUES TO SPREAD ONWARD

IT LEAVES IN ITS WAKE "SPACE VOIDS~. THE LATE SPANISH ARCHITECT IGNASI DE SOLA-MORALES REFERS TO THESE PLACES AS TERRAIN VAGUES.' TERRAIN

VAGUES COMMONLY INDICATE WASTE AND/OR BLIGHT; HOWEVER SOLA-MORALES SAW AN ARCHITECTURAL OPPORTUNITY IN THESE VOIDS.

THE RAPID DEINDUSTRIALIZATION OF THE MANUFACTURING CENTERS OF THE MIDWEST HAVE LEFT VAST VOIDS THROUGH ATIRITION.' THE PRIMARY

KIND OF WASTED LANDSCAPE IS THAT OF TRANSITION OR "WASTE LANDSCAPES OFTRANSITION~ (LOTS): A LOT IS A RESULT OF CAPITAL INVESTMENT

AND REAL-ESTATE SPECULATION. MOST LOTS TAKE THE FORM OF STAGING AREAS, INTERMODAL HUBS. STORAGE YARDS, TRANSFERSTATIONS, AND

SALVAGE YAROS. SOME ARE DEVElOPED SO AS TO HOLD SPACE UNTIL THE MARKET FAVORS MORE CAPITAL INVESTMENT. ALL OTHER LOTS ARE THOSE

THAT EMERGED FROM DEINDUSTRIALIZATION.

AS URBAN AREAS WERE STEADILY GROWING IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, LOTS WERE CONCENTRATED ON THE EDGES OF THE URBAN PERIPHERY. THE

ENSUING DEiNDUSTRJALIZATlON OF POSTWAR PLANNING ALLOWED LOTS TO ACT AS ABUFFER TERRITORY BETWEEN THE URBAN AND SUBURBAN

LANDSCAPES. EVENTUALLY MOST LOTS WITHIN THIS BUffER TERRITORY HAVE BECOME OBSOLETE AS ARESULT OF CHANGES IN DISTRIBUTION AND

MANUFACTURING NETWORKS. THE OPPORTUNITY TO RECOVER THIS LANDSCAPE IS QUICKlY BECOMING ANECESSITY. LOTS REQUIRE AN INNOVATIVE

SOLUTION, HOWEVER ASUCCESSFUL REPROGRAMMING WILL NOT ONLY IMPROVE THE IMMEDIATE SITE,. BUT IT WILL BLEED INTO SURROUNDING

NEIGHBORHOODS PROMPTING FURTHER REINVESTMENT. TO RECLAIM LOTS AND REPROGRAM THEM ALLOWS THEM TO GROW WITH THE COMMUNITY

APPROPRIATELY, SO AS TO ENABLE THEIR VIABILITY.'
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THE DETROIT INTERMODAL fREIGHT TERMINAl (DIFT) IN SOUTHWEST DETROIT SETS THE STAGE FOR AREPROGRAMMING Of A"Lor. VAST SWATHS OF

LAND SIT VACANT SURROUNDED BY AfEW ACTIVE TRACKS. THIS SITE IS AlSO THE TERMINATION FOR A HOST OF DEfUNCT RAIL LINES THAT EXTEND OUT

INTO THE HORIZONTAL LANDSCAPE. THE LOT IS SURROUNDED BY ACULTURALLY DISTINCT NEIGHBORHOOD, MEXICANTOWN, WHICH IS PART OF THE

LARGER SOUTHWEST DETROITDISTRICT. THE RAIL LINES AND VAST AREA WILL BE REPROGRAMMED TO HOLD ASYSTEM OF LINEAR PARKS THREADED

TOGETHER BY AGREEN CORRIDOR THAT WILL TIE INTO ALARGER EXISTING SYSTEM OF GREEN CORRIDORS. THE DlfT IS ALSO THE LOCATION FORA

PROPOSED STATION ON ANEW LIGHT RAIL/COMMUTER LINE RUNNING FROM DETROITTO ANN ARBOR. THE STATION WOULD ANCHOR THE

LINEAR PARK SYSTEM AND HAS THE POTENTIAL TO HOST AVARIETY OF PUBLIC AMENITIES TO POSITIVELY IMPACT THE NEIGHBORHOOD.





THESISUPlR

SOCIETY'S CONSUMPTION FETISH APPLAUDS OUR EFFORTS TO MAKE SPACE CIVILIZED FOR US TO CARRY OUT OUR LIVES. CONVENIENCE AND AMENITIES

TAKE PRECEDENCE AS FACTORS OF HEALTHY URBAN SPACES. THE SIDE·EFFECT OF THIS MARKET-DRIVEN METHODOLOGY IS WASTE CREATED WITHIN

URBAN GROWTH. ESTABLISHING METHODS TO LOCATE AND DEFINE THIS WASTE HAS PRESENTED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PROFESSIONALS ACROSS A

RANGE OF DISCIPliNES TO REPROGRAM LANDSCAPE WASTE, THUS REVEALING THE CONTEMPORARY CITY. WORKING WITH ATHREE-FOLD APPROACH·

UTILIZING TRANSITIONAL lANDSCAPES, GREENWAYS, AND MASS TRANSIT - DRAMATIC IMPROVEMENTS THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF LANDSCAPE

URBANISM WILL ALLOW CORE DEVELOPMENTS TO POTENTIALLY SPURAN UNCONVENTIONAL RENAISSANCE THROUGHOUT URBAN LANDSCAPES.

LANDSCAPE URBANISM HAS BEEN PUT FORTH AS ONE SUCH WAY TO SUCCESSFUllY REPROGRAM WASTED lANDSCAPE TO COMPLETE THE URBAN FABRIC.

"LANDSCAPE URBANISM DESCRIBES A DISCIPLINARY REALIGNMENT CURRENTlY UNDERWAY IN WHICH LANDSCAPE REPLACES ARCHITECTURE AS THE

BASIC BUILDING BLOCK OF CONTEMPORARY URBANISM."' LANDSCAPE WASTE HAS PRIMARILY EMERGED FROM TWO SOURCES. THE CONSEQUENCE OF

CURRENT RAPID HORIZONTAL EXPANSION, AND LEFTOVERS OF PREVIOUS ECONOMIC AND PRODUCTION REGIMES.' BOTH PROCESSES ARE DRIVEN BY

THE STEADY DECREASE OF TRANSPORTATION COSTS FOR PEOPLE AND GOODS. THE POSTWAR DRIVE TO DEPOPULATE AMERICAN URBAN CENTER

ACCElERATED THE CREATION OF WASTE. THE ARCHITECTURAL OBJECTS LEFT IN THE URBAN CORES ARE NOW BECOMING ABSORBED BY TOURISM AND

lEISURE-BASED DESTINATION ENVIRONMENTS. CITIES THAT ONCE HElD INDIGENOUS ARCHITECTURAL STYLES ARE NOW UNDERGOING A BRANDING

INTO RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT·THEMED ENVIRONMENTS. ARCHITECTURE BECOMES COMMODITY PACKAGED AS ACULTURAl PRODUCT TO

RETURN CITIES TO PRom, BUT THE IRONY OF THIS MOVEMENT RENDERS CITIES LESS DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHERS.'

OUTSIDE OFTHE URBAN CORE IS A BUFFER RING THATSEPARATES PREWAR URBAN CENTERS FROM POSTWAR SPRAWL. THIS BUFFER WAS THE HISTORIC

LOCATION OF MANUFACTURING CENTERS, FREIGHT YARDS, AND STORAGE AND SALVAGE YARDS. DEINDUSTRIAlIZATION AND FLEXIBLE PRODUCTION

INCURRED THE ABANDONMENT OR LEAPFROGGING OF THESE SPACES FURTHER OUT INTO THE HORIZONTAl. THE RESULT WAS VAST SWATHS OF

LANDSCAPES WASTED THROUGH ATIRITION. THIS SPECIFiC FORM OF WASTE LANDSCAPE IS ALANDSCAPE OFTRANSlTION(LOT). LOTS ARE THE RESULT

OF CAPITAL INVESTMENT AND REAL ESTATE SPECULATION.' IFTHESE MARGINALIZED SPACES CAN BE OCCUPIED IT WILL ALLOW AFUSION OF URBAN

CENTERS TO SUBURBAN PERIPHERIES. SUCH AFUSION COULD POTENTIALLY BE USED TO SOCIAllY AND ECOLOGICALLY RECONNECT INCREASINGLY

DECONCENTRATED POPULATIONS.
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MIDDLE BRANCH OF THE ROUGE RIVER NORTHWEST FROM FORO ROAD IN

DEARBORN TO NORTHVillE. THE ROUGE GATEWAY GREENWAY, WHEN

COMPLETED AND COMBINED WITH THE HINES DRIVE PARKWAY, WILL CREATE A

25· MILE GREENWAY THROUGH THE WESTERN AND NORTHWESTERN SUBURBS

OF DETROIT.'" IN WASHTENAW COUNTY THE BORDER-TO·BORDER TRAIL WILL BE

A35·MILE NON-MOTORIZED GREENWAY ALONG THE HURON RIVER.

THE MOST LOGICAL WAY TO RECONNECT POPULATIONS IS BY UTILIZING EXISTING RAIL RIGHT-OF ·WAYS. THE RAIL·TO-TRAILS CONSERVANCY OF

WASHINGTON D.C. HAS BEEN THE LEADING AGENCY PROMOTING, "POLICY ATTHE NATIONAL AND STATE LEVELS TO CREATE THE CONDITIONS THAT

MAKE TRAIL BUILDING POSSIBLE:' AGENCIES LIKE THESE STEADFASfLY DEFEND THE FEDERAL RAILBANKING STATUTE IN THE CONGRESS AND THE

COURTS AS AN ESSENTIAL TOOL TO PRESERVE UNUSED RAIL CORRIDORS. IN OLDER URBAN AREAS THESE RAIL LINES ARE OFTEN LINED BY LOTS, MAKING

THEM PERFECT CANDIDATES TO BE REPROGRAMMED. MOST OFTEN GREENWAYS AND LINEAR PARKS ARE CREATED FOR NON·MOTORIZED USES

RANGING FROM WALKING TO IN-LINE SKATING AND HORSEBACK RIDING. SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN HAS AVARIETY OF ONGOING TRAILS AND LINEAR

PARKS EITHER COMPLETED OR IN THE PIPEUNE: THE MACOMB ORCHARD TRAIL WHICH LINKS UP WITH THE STONEY CREEK TO METRO BEACH TRAIL IN

MACOMB COUNTY, AS WElL AS THE POLLY ANN, PAINT CREEK, CLINTON RIVER., AND WEST BLOOMFiElD TRAILS IN OAKLAND COUNTY.'

WITHIN THE CITY OF DETROIT, AN ABANDONED RAILLINE COMMONLY REFERRED

TO AS THE DEQUINDRE CUT WILL BECOME ANON-MOTORIZED TRAIL LINKING

THE DETROIT RIVER, THE RIVERWALK, TRI·CENTENNIAL STATE PARK., AND EASTERN

MARKET:THE MIDTOWN DISTRICT OF DETROIT IS DEVElOPING THE MIDTOWN

LOOP WHICH CONNECTS WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY AND THE CULTURAl

DISTRICT HOLDING THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS AND THE DETROIT PUBLIC

LIBRARY. THE MIDTOWN LOOP COULD POTENTIAlLY LINK TO THE NEW CENTER

DISTRICT AS WEll AS THE DEQ.U1NDRE CUT. TO THE WESTERN EDGE OFTHE

REGION, "THE EIGHT-MILE ROUGE RIVER GATEWAY CORRIDOR WILL LINK TO

HINES DRIVEAND HINES PARKWAY, A17·MILE PARKWAY THAT FOllOWS THE

, I MOOtJ$ OPElAN()I WffilON lANOSCAPES WP.$T(O rnROI,IGH ~nlUTlON



ONE OF THE PROPOSED STOPS AlONG THE

COMMUTER LINE WOULD BE IN SOUTHWEST

DETROIT. SOUTHWEST DETROIT HAS

HISTORICALLY BEEN KNOWN AS THE

INDUSTRIAL CORE OF THE CITY. IT IS

ACCESSED BY INTERSTATE 75, WHICH IS ONE

OFTHE MAIN INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS IN THE

COUNTY. IN TERMS OF RAILS, SW DElRon IS

TRAVERSED BY GRAND TRUNKWESTERN

RAINlINE, KNOWN AS THE CHICAGO

DIVISION. GRAND TRUNK IS THE MAIN

OPERATING ARM OFTHE CANADIANPEOPLE MOVEROETROITSTREET(AIl

THE ROUGE GATEWAY GREENWAY

AS MUNICIPAliTIES WORK TOWARD THE CREATION OF NON·MOTORIZED GREENWAY

NETWORKS, THERE IS ALSO AMOVEMENTTO RETURN TO MASS TRANSIT. PERSONAL

TRANSPORTATION COSTS ARE CONTINUALLY RISING" AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS ARE

FACTORS DRIVING RESIDENTS BACK TOWARD URBAN CENTERS. ASTUDY COMPLETED BYTHE

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS AND SMART GROWTH AMERICA FOUND, HFULLY80%

PREFER REDEVELOPING OUR OLDER, EXISTING URBAN AND SUBURBAN AREAS RATHER THAN

BUILDING NEW HOUSING AND COMMERCIAL DEVElOPMENT ATTHE EDGES OF OUR EXISTING

SUBURBS."" WIDESPREAD GENTRIFICATION HAS PRICED MANY CITIES OUTOF REACH FOR

• ......----....IAVERAGE HOUSEHOLD BUDGETS, BUT MANY OTIES REMAIN ECONOMICALLY VIABLE FOR MOST

TO RESIDE IN. THE REINTRODUCTION OF MASS TRANSIT TO THESE PLACES WOULD FURTHER STRENGTHEN THEIR INTRINSIC VALUE AND PREVENT THEM

FROM BEING VlalM OF CONTEMPORARY DEVElOPMENT PRACTICES. HISTORICALLY, DETROIT HAD AN EXPANSIVE STREETCAR AND INTERURBAN RAIL

SERVICE. IN 1956, STREETCAR SERVICE WAS ENDED AND BUSES BECAME THE PRIMARY MODE OF MASS TRANSIT. THERE WAS AVOTER·APPROVED PLAN

FORA SUBWAY SYSTEM IN 1933, BUT IT DID NOT GO TO THE FEDERAl LEVEL IN 1958, ASTUDY RECOMMENDED A REGIONAL MONORAIL SYSTEM BE

IMPLEMENTED. IN 1976, PRESIDENT GERALD FORD OFFERED THE SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN REGION S600 MIlliON TO BUILD ARAIL TRANSIT SYSTEM. EXCEPT

FOR THE PEOPLE MOVER, IT NEVER HAPPENED. COMMUTER RAILSERVICE WAS DISCONTINUED IN 1983." RECENTlY, THERE HAVE BEEN SERIOUS

MOVES TO RESTART COMMUTER RAIL SERVICE FROM ANN ARBOR TO DETROIT. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT EARMARKED S100 MILliON TO IMPLEMENT

SUCH ASERVICE."

"THE B2B TERMINATES ATTHE WAYNE COUNTY LINE; HOWEVER, THERE ISA POSSIBILITY OF A

I"' ~~~~~---"'II!!I!~FUTURELINK BEING CREATED RUNNING THROUGH BEllEVILLE TO CONNEa TO EXISTING

TRAILS IN THE LOWER HURON METROPARK.H' IN TERMS OF BENEFITS, GREENWAYS BENEFIT

COMMUNITlES IN MANY WAYS: THEY PHYSICALLY LINK COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT

REGIONS, BRING COMMUNITlES TOGETHER TO COLLABORATE ON OPPORTUNITIES THAT

CROSS JURISDICTIONAL LINES, BUILD THE CAPACITY OF INSTITUTIONS, BOTH PUBLIC AND

PRIVATE, THAT ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEVElOPMENT OF GREENWAYS, AND INCREASE

PUBLIC AWARENESS, UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION FOR THE BENEFITS OF GREENWAYS

TO COMMUNITlES AND THEIR QUALITY OF LIFE,'· WORKlNG ON MUlTI·COUNTY COAlITION

THERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE ACOMPLETE REGIONAL GREENWAY SYSTEM FOR ALL OF

SOUTHEAST MI. ONE OF THE LEGS YH TO BE PROPOSED COULD BE ACONNECTION FROM

WASHTENAW, THROUGH WAYNE, AND FINALLY CONNEalNG TO OAKLAND COUNTY.

NATIONAL RAILWAY. THIS RAIL CORRIDOR IS VITAL TO THE REGION BECAUSE OF ITS HEAVY USAGE FOR TRANSPORTING AUTOMOBILES AND RELATED

PARTS." THE AREA'S PROXIMITY TO CANADA'S AMBASSADOR BRIDGE ALSO BRING MUlTITUDES OF TRUCKING TRAFFIC THROUGH THE AREA.

SW DETROIT'S STRONG INDUSTRIAL TIES HAVE KEPT JOBS PLENTIFUL IN THIS AREA OF THE ClTYSTABllIZNG THE POPULATION WHILE THE REST OF DETROIT

HAS BEEN LOSING RESIDENTS SINCE THE MIDDLE PART OF THE TWENTITH CENTURY. FROM ACULTURAL STANDPOINT, SW DETRon IS HOME TO

MEXICANTOWN. MEXICANTOWN IS ATHRIVING RESTAURANT, SHOPPING, AND CULTURAL DISTRICT. THE AREA IS CHARACTERIZED BY AVARIETY OF

HOUSING STYLES, A flOURISHING COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR, AND AWEALTH OF MOM-AND·POPTYPE ESTABliSHMENTS. OBSERVED PARK USAGE AND

PfDESTRlAN TRAFFIC LEVELS WERE ALWAYS HIGH. THE AREA IS ALSO HOME TO THE MEXICANTOWN INTERNATIONAL WElCOME CENTER AND MERCADO.



a I MOOUS<Y(IANDl WITHIN lANIlS(Ar(SWAS.W n..OIlGH A1TtIOONPARK COULD

BECOME AMAJOR ENTRANCE TO BOTH THE GREENWAY AND THE

MEXlCANTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD. GREENWAY USERS WOULD HAVE EASY

ACCESS TO THE PROPOSED COMMUTERSTATION, AS WELL AS THE

MEXlCANTOWN COMMERCIAL DISTRICT. THE CLARK STREET TECHNOLOGY

THE 15-ACRE NARROWSTRIPWOULD ACT AS AJUMPING OFF POINT ALONG

THE GREENWAY, AS IT'S ABOUT HALFWAY BETWEEN THE MILWAUKEE

JUNCTION/NEW CENTER AND DETROIT RIVER TERMINI. THE VACANT

SPACE COULD SUPPORT ALINEAR PARK COMPLETE WITH PATHS.

COMMUNITY GARDEN, AND RECREATION FIELDS. ANEIGHBORHOOD

STUDY" CONClUDED THAT THE PARK COULD ALSO SUPPORT A

COMMUNITY ICE RINK. COMMUNITY POOl, AND ACCESSORY BUILDING

COMPLETE WITH LOCKER ROOMS AND CONCESSIONS. THE PARK'S

'3. NORTHERN BORDER IS MICHIGAN AVENUE POSlTIONING THE PARK TO..~\.

THE PROPOSED TRANSITSTATION LIES IN THE HEART OF MEXICANTOWN JUST NORTH OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL DISTRICT OF THE AREA. THE

LOCATION OF THE STATION IS BORDERED BY SIZABLE LOTS. THE LOTS ARE REFERRED TO AS THE LIVERNOIS RAil JUNCTION. THE JUNCTION IS HOME TO

THE DETROn INTERMODAl FREIGHT TERMINAL AND THE CLARK STREET TECHNOLOGY PARK. THE CLARK STREET TECHNOlOGY PARK REPLACED THE

FORMER CADILLAC MOTOR DIVISION FACTORY (BELOW). THE VACANT PARCELS TOTAL APPROXIMATELY FORTY ACRES.'· BORDERLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

THE NORTHERN BORDER IS MICHIGAN AVENUE,. THE WESTERN BORDER IS

ITWO RAil LINES WITH A 15-ACRE NARROW STRIP OF VACANT SPACE, THE

SOUTHERN BORDER IS FOUR RAil LINES, AND THE EASTERN BORDER IS TWO

RAIL LINES. THE SOUTHERN AND EASTERN RAllliNES CARRY FREQUENT

FREIGHT TRAFFIC AND AMTRAK SERVICE. THESE LINES WOULD ALSO CARRY

THE PROPOSED COMMUTER LINE. THE WESTERN RAIL LINES CARRY

INFREQUENT FREIGHT TRAFFIC. THIS RAILWAY RUNS NORTH TO THE

MILWAUKEE JUNCTION IN THE NEW CENTER DISTRICT OF DETROIT,

, CONTINUING SOUTH THE LINE TERMINATES NEAR THE DETROIT RIVER.

BECAUSE THE RIGHT·OF-WAY IS MORE THAN 400 FEET WIDE THIS RAILWAY

COULD SUPPORT A RAIL-WITH-TRAIL OR RAIL-TO-TRAIL ARRANGEMENT.



REMAIN AS VACANT SPACES. ITS SIZE ALLOWS IT TO RECEIVE FEDERAL FUNDS TO BE RETURN TO ITS HISTORIC FORM AS ATAll GRASS PRAIRIE. USING

WARM AND COOl·SEASON NATIVE GRASSES WILL INTRODUCE DIVERSITY TO THWART OISEASEAND ALLOW THE PRAIRIE TO FLOURISH WITH lITIlE

WATER OR MAINTENANCE. THE PRAIRIE WOULD ALLOW A PATH CONNECTION TO THE LINEAR PARK WHICH WOULD ALL TIE INTO THE GREENWAY.

COMPLETING THE ENTIRE AREA ARE THREE HISTORIC INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS ON THE EASTERN FRINGE OF THE TECH PARK THAT COULD HUNDREDS OF

URBAN LOFTS TO CREATE ATRANSIT-ORIENTED NEIGHBORHOOD.

BY ESTABLISHING AMUlTI·lEVEl ANALYSIS OF AN URBAN AREA. EXISTING CONDITIONS HAVE REVEALED AN ARCHITECTURAL OPPORTUNITY THATWILl

BENEFIT AN ENTIRE METROPOlITAN REGION. THE ANALYSIS WAS FIRST CONDUCTED ON AMACRO lEVEL. THE MACRO lEVEL REVEALED THAT A

REGIONAL GREENWAY SYSTEM COULD SUPPORT ANETh/ORK OF NON-MOTORllED USERS. WORKING WITH BOTH GREENWAYS AND MASS TRANSIT, A

MESSO LEVEL OF OPPORTUNITY EMERGED IN SOUTHWEST DETROIT. THE PROPOSED ANN ARBOR·DETROIT COMMUTER ROUTE INTERSECTED WITH A

PROPOSED GREENWAY lEG WHICH CREATED ALOOP OF CITYWIDE GREENWAY ACCESS. SW DETROITS THRIVING MEXICANTOWN DISTRICT COMPLETE

WITH A CULTURAL AND COMMERCIAL ASSETS COUPLED WITH AGROWING POPULATION AND JOB GROWTH OPPORTUNITlES FIT THE CHARACTERISTICS

FORAN INTERVENTION. ON AMICRO lEVEl THERE EXISTSA SO·ACRE PLOT FIT FOR RECREATIONAL AND (FUTURE) RESIDENTIAL NEEDS TO BE CREATED BY

THE COMMUTER LINE AND GREENWAY. THE LANDSCAPE URBANISM MOVEMENT HAS BECOME THE PROPER METHOD FOR APPROACHING SUCH

ARCHITECTURAL OPPORTUNlTIES. IT BECOMES VIABLE IN THE LARGER CULTURAL IMAGINATION BECAUSE OF THE REMARKABLE RISE OF

ENVIRONMENTALISM, AGLOBAL ECOLOGICAL AWARENESS, TOURISM GROWTH, AND THE NEEDS OF A REGION TO RETAIN ASENSE OF UNIQUE IDENTITY.

IT IS HOPEFUL TO THINK THAT LANDSCAPE URBANISM HAS THE ABILITY TO, "SHIFT SCALES, TO LOCATE URBAN FABRICS IN THEIR REGIONAL AND BIOTIC

CONTEXTS, AND TO DESIGN RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN DYNAMIC ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESSES AND URBAN FORMH

."





"THE HIGH LINE IS A 1.4S·MILE-LONG ELEVATED RAIL STRUaURE ON MANHATIAN'S WEST SIDE. IT WAS BUILT IN THE 1930S TO REMOVE DANGEROUS

TRAINS FROM MANHATIAN'S STREETS. NO TRAINS HAVE RUN ON ITSINCE 1980. FRIENDS OF THE HIGH LINE (FHL), A COMMUNITY-BASED S01{C)(3)

NON·PROFIT GROUP, FORMED IN 1999 BY TWO NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTS, ROBERT HAMMOND AND JOSHUA DAVID, WHEN THE HISTORIC

STRUaURE WAS UNDER THREAT OF DEMOUTION. FHL'S MISSION IS TO PRESERve THE STRUCTURE FOR REUSE AS AN ELEVATED PUBLIC OPEN SPACE. FHL

GAINED THE ClTYS SUPPORT IN 2002. THE HIGH LINE SOUTH OF 30TH STREET WAS DONATED TO THE CITY BY CSX TRANSPORTATION INC IN 2005. THE

TEM1 OF FIELD OPERATIONS AND D1LLERSCOF10l0 +RENFRO IS NOW AT WORK ON A DESIGN FOR THE HIGH LINE'S PUBLIC LANDSCAPE.

CONSTRUalON BEGAN IN SPRING 2006, AND THE FIRST PHASE (FROM GANSEVOORT STREET TO 20TH STREET) IS PROJEaED TO OPEN IN 2008.~'





THE HIGHLINE'S SUCCESS IS INTERTWINED WITH ITS FINAL PROGRAMMING. ITWILl BECOME AMAGNET FOR TOURISTS, HOWEVER THE

HIGHLINE MUST INTEGRATE USES THAT ENSURE ITS BENEFIT TO THE IMMEDIATE COMMUNITIES IT CONNECTS. CURRENT PROPOSALS FOCUS

ON NATIVE GROWN SPECIES WHICH FLOURISH IN THE CLIMATE AND THE VARIOUS ECOSYSTEMS Will NOT ONLY SERVE AS AN

EDUCATIONAL PLATFORM FOR USERS, BUT WILL BECOME A HABITAT

VITAL TO THE ANIMAL SPECIES DRIVEN OUT BYTHE HUMAN

ENVIRONMENT. OTHER PUBLIC USES, SUCH AS A

COMMUNITY POOL AND OUTDOOR THEATRE WILL

OEEPEN THE CONNECTION WITH LOCAL

COMMUNITIES AND ENSURE THE HIGHLINE'S

SUCCESS.



THE HIGHLINE WILL REGREEN THE CONCRETE JUNGLE OF NEW YORK,. HOWEVER THE STREET TO GREENWAY CONNECTIONS ARE PROPOSED AS MERE

STAIRWAYS. THE GREENING ALSO TERMINATES ATTHIS TRANSITION. THE USERS OFTHE HIGHLINEARE PRESENT TO FULFILL THE FUNCTION OF LEISURE,

BUT THE DAILY USERS OF THE ENVIRONMENT STILL USE THE STREET LEVEL FOR COMMERCE AND TRAVEL

THE UNDERSIDE OF THE STRUCTURE PRESENTS AVIABLE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE AS APUBLIC ART PIECE ORA TRANSITION FOR NODES OF GREEN TO

TRANSlTION DOWN ONTO THE STREET LEVEL THE NECESSITY OF THE INTERVENTION STEMS FROM THE REPROGRAMMING OF THE BASE ATTHE

STAIRWAYS. THESE SPACES WILL BEGIN TO ACT MORE AS GATHERING PLACES AND PUBlICSQUARES WHICH PERMEATE ClTYSCAPES THROUGHOUT

EUROPE. THESE LANDSCAPES WILL SERVE VITAL FUNCTIONS OF MEETING SPOTS, DROP-OFF POINTS, AND LOUNGING PLACES. THEY WILLSPUR

BUSINESSES THAT CATER TO TOURISTS, PROFESSIONALS, AND RECREATION ENTHUSIASTS; SO THEY MUST BE CAREFULLY PLANNED SO AS TO

ACCOMMODATE THE FUTURE USES.



HIGHUNE I I'RlCEDENTANAlVSIS

THE INNOVATIVE ASPECT OF THE HIGHLINE IS THE USAGE OF THE RAIL-BANKING STRATEGYTO ACQUIRE THE DERELICT TRACKS FOR ADAPTIVE REUSE. AS

PART OFTHE 1983 NATIONAL TRAIL SYSTEMS ACT, THE US. CONGRESS PASSED LEGISLATION THAT ALLOWED OUT-OF-USE RAIL CORRIDORS TO BE

UTIliZED AS TRAILS WHILE BEING "BANKED" FOR FUTURE TRANSPORTATION NEEDS. RAIL-BANKING A RAIL CORRIDOR DEPENDS ON THE ABILITY TO

MAINTAIN THAT CORRIDOR'S POTENTIAL FUTURE CONNECTION TO THE NATIONAL RAlLSYSTEM. TRACKS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO PHYSiCAlLY CONNECT

o THE NATIONAL RAILSYSTEM, BUT AN EASEMENT MUST BE PRESERVED AlLOWING ACONNECTION IN THE FUTURE. ANOTHER INNOVATM FEATURE,. IS

HOW THE NEW PROJECT WlLLINTEGRATE ITSELF INTO THE EXISTING NEIGHBORHOODS. THE LINE RIBBONS THROUGH THREE DiSTRICTS OF NEW YORK:

WEST CHELSEA, THE MEATPACKING DISTRICT, AND HUDSON YARDS/HELL'S KITCHEN. ONCE PEDESTRIANS CAN US( THE HIGHUNE, THEYWlU SEE THE

CITY IN AWHOLE NEW PERSPECTIVE. SOME OBVIOUS RESULTS WILL BE THE INCREASE IN PEDESTRIAN TRAfFIC. AND IT WILL FOSTER PRODUCTIVE CHANCE

ENCOUNTERS. ACTING AS ADiAlECTIC. THE HIGHLINE WILL CONNECT THE THREE NEIGHBORHOODS, YET IT WILL ENABLE THE USER TO DISCONNECT

ROM THE PRESSURES OF THE CITY BElOW. THE MOST INNOVATlVE PART OF THE PROJECTWlU BETHEA8IUlYTOSEE THE BENEfITS INA VERY SHORT

L THE ANANCIAlINVESTMENT WIll l1BD RESULTS IN AS UTTU AS4-5 YEARS VERSUS 40-50 YEARS. THIS Q.UICK RETURN WU BE SUCH ACULTURAL

THAT lHt ECONOMIC IMPACTS HAVE BEEN SUN EVEN BEFORf THE UNE BEGAN CONSTIUJCTION.



LANDSCAPE URBANISM HAS BEEN BORN OUT OF ANEED TO ENABLE OUR ENVIRONMENTS TO MORPH AND SHIFT SO AS TO KEEP PACE WITH THE

DVNAMIC OF 21ST-CENTURV CITIES. THIS NEW HVBRIDIZED FIELD LOOKS TO REPROGRAM SPACES THAT PAST GENERATlONS HAVE ABANDONED AND

SEE THEM IN A NEW LIGHT. BY ADAPTING THESE SPACES TO PUBLIC USE. EXISTING NEIGHBORHOODS CAN CONTINUE TO FLOURISH. BUT ALSO CONNECT

TO EACH OTHER WITH A NEW FORM OFTRANSIT. THE IDEA BEING EXPLORED CAN BE SUMMARIZED WITH THIS QUESTION: HOW DO PLANNERS AND

DESIGNERS RECLAIM TRANSITIONAL TERRITORIES, AND REPROGRAM THEM SO THATTHE THEV RECONNECT WHAT THEY SEVERED. AND EVOlVE BEYOND

THEIR INITIAL CONDITION TO REACT TO THE DVNAMIC ENVIRONMENT AROUND THEM? BECAUSE THIS PROJECT IS ENTlRELVELEVATED, THE

CONNECTION OFTHE HIGHLINEAND THE STREET BECOMES VITAL THE HIGHLINE WILL BE AVENUE FOR LEISURE AND EDUCATION. WHEN THE USER IS

LIFTED OFF OF THE STREET, WHAT BECOMES OFTHE STREET BELOW? THE USERS WHO USE THE STREET FOR LEISURE ARE REMOVED FROM A PLACE OF

COMMERCE. HOWEVER, MANV ARGUE THAT THIS CONDITION WILL CREATE A NEW TERRITORV THAT MAV BE FOR LEISURE, BUT CONNECT TO COMMERCE

ON THE SAME PLANE. THIS ASPECT PROVES HOW THE HIGHLINE WILL BE ALANOSCAPETHAT FORCES THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT TO GROW AND EVOLVE

WITH IT.

16 MODUS OPERANDI WITHIN LANDSCAPES WASTED THROUGH ATTRITION
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INTERFACE RON IS AN INTERMODAl TRANSIT HU8lN LAUSANNE. FRANCE

DESIGNED 8Y 8ERNARD TSCHUMI. THE CORE COMPONENT OFTHE DESIGN IS THE

IDEA OF CROSS PROGRAMMING.THIS NOTION EXTENOS FROM THE TOPOGRAPHIC

CONOITIONS OF LAUSANNE. THE UNCOMMON TOPOGRAPHY HAS ALLOWED THE

COMMON NOTION OF UR8AN SPACE TO BE QUESTIONED. THE ENVIRONMENT

THAT IS REVEALED PLACES STREETS SUSPENDED A80VE 8UILDINGS, WHICH ARE

BURIED IN THE GROUND. THE REPROGRAMMED lANDSCAPE ALLOWS ROOFTOPS

TO ACT AS GROUNO FLOORS, BUILDINGS FUNCTION AS VERTICAL PASSAGEWAYS,

AND 8RIDGES CONNECT THE FA8R1C AS MULTI-STORY CROSSINGS.'

INTERfACEHON I PR(CEOENT ANALYSIS

18 I MOOUSOP£RANOI WITHIN LANDSCAPES WASTED THROUGH ATIRJTION



INTERfACEHON I PRECEDENT ANALYSIS
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INHABtn:D BRIDGES

~THE SCHEME'S PR1MARVSPAT1AL ELEMENTS ARE THE INHABITED BRIDGES. AS FUNCTIONAL SUPPORTS, THE FOUR NEW STRUCTURESAUGMENTTHE

EXISTING SYSTEM OF BRIDGES AND CREATE ANEW DENSITY OF SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS AND USES. ALONG THE VAllEYS NORTH·SOUTH AXIS, THE

INHABITED BRIDGE-CITIES USE THE PROGRAM TO t1NKTWO PARTS OFTHE ClTV.

"CROSSPROGRAMMlNG: USING A GIVEN SPATIAL CONFIGURATION FOR A PROGRAM NOT INTENDED FOR IT"
BERNARD TSCHUMI

IN CONFLICT IN BOTH SCALE AND CHARACTER. THE INHABITED BRIDGES ARE

BOTH HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL CONNECTORS, AS THEIR RAMPS, ESCALATORS

AND ELEVATORS t1NKTHE LOWER LEVELS OF THE VALLEY TO THE UPPER lEVELS 0

THE HISTORICAlClTY.~1

1!l I MODUS OPERANDI WITHIN LANDSCAPESWASTtO THROUGHATTRJTION



" ,

I I

,-

/
/

.-

\

)

I--

--

CITY lEVEl: PLAN, VIEW, & CROSS SECTION

--- -.-- ..._.......

• •



• EACH BRiDGEACCOMMODATlSlWO CATEGORIES OF USE;

IN THE CORE ElEMENT, PUBLIC OR COMMERCIAL USE.AND AT

THE DECK lEVEL. PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC AND RELATED USES. THE

INDIVIDUAl PROGRAMSAPf'llED TO EACH OFTHE FOUR

BRIDGES THEN GIVE EACH ASPEClFlC (HARAaER.AllOWING

THE INHABITED BRIDGE TO FUNalON MAN URBAN

GENERATOR NOT ONLY AllOWS NEW SPATIAL LINKS WITH THE

EXISTING CITY BUTENCOURAGES UNPREDlaABlE

PROGRAMMATIC FAaORS, NEW URBAN EVENTS THAT Will

INEVITABLY APPEAR IN COMING DECADES.

THE COMBINATION OF THE INHABITED BRIDGE WITH THE NEW

SURROUNDING CONTEXT ENABLES US TO MAINTAIN A

CONSISTENT DENSITY, AllOWING SPACE FORA LINEAR PARK

AlONG THE SOUTH SIDE OFTHE VALLEY,"

, ~.

-
COO'E •

-
LONGITUDINAL SEalONS SHOWING CONNEalONS ON MUTIPlE LEVELS

11 I MOOUSCftlANDl WI1HIN t»IOS(AI'£S WASUD THlOUGH ATTlI1lON



_____ SUIrWAV/SUBUR6M!llAIt

THE STATION ALSO INCLUDES RETAIL AND OFFICE USES. THESE PROGRAMS ENABLE THE

STATION USERS TO ACTIVATE THE BUILDING, RATHER THAN MERELY PASSING THROUGH.

MULTIPLE METHODS OF CIRCULATION (STAIRS, ESCAlATORS, & ELEVATORS) AlLOW

PEDESTRIANS TO EXPERIENCE THE SPACE AS HORIZONTAL, VERTICAl. AND DIAGONAL

PERCEPTIONS WHICH REINFORCES TSCHUMI'S PRINCIPLE OF CROSSPROGRAMMING.

THIS NOTION, DOESN'T ALLOW THE STATION TO OPEN UP ouno THE CITY AT THE

STREET LEVEL IT DRAWS USERS FROM FAR OUT, WHO WOULD HAVE HAD TO GAIN

ACCESS FROM THE STREET, BUT UNFORTUNATElY ENCASES THEM, SO AS TOAVOID THE

MISCEllANEOUS ACTIVITES ATSTREET LEVEL: SHOPS, CAFES, AND LOUNGING. SO,

CROSSPROGRAMMING DOES PHYSICALLY CONNECT THE CITY, HOWEVER DOING SO

DISCONNECTS THE USER FROM THE CITYSCAPE. IN ASENSE, IT IS SOMEWHAT

SELF·DEFEATING.

I '·""''''
V~TIC.<l- C'RWlA1JON

STUnSUllFf<CUCONCRfT£ 'u'u

INTERFACE HON UNDOUBTABLYSUCCEEDS IN BRINGING USERS FROM HIGH GROUND

NEIGHBORHOODS DOWN INTO ITSELF. THE STATION ALSO SUGGESTS ASUBTERRANEAN

CONNECTION WITH AGREEN REVEAL DOWN TO THE RAIL PROGRAMS, BUT THE STATION

SEEMS TO BE DANGLING ABOVE ACONCRETE RIVER RUSHING THROUGH THE HON

VALLEY. HERE THE STATION HAS TO ADDRESS USERS OF MOTORIZED VEHiClES, WHICH

DO TAKE HIGHEST PRIORITY ON THE SURFACE. THE PEDESTRIAN IS NOT ENGAGED TO

ENTER STATION. THERE IS NO ELEMENT SUGGESTING ENTRANCE AND THE STATION ACTS

LmER "I" WITH THE BIRDGE/SKYTO VERTICAL CIRCULATION DOWN TO THE

SUBTERRANEAN LEVEl. BUT THE PEDESTRIAN HAS NO PLACE ON THE STREET LEVEl. THERf

ISAN ABSENCE OF SEATING AREAS AND AGENERAl DISCONNECTION FROM THE STREET.

THE STATION ACTS MOREASA WAlL

SEPARATING THE PLAZA AND STREET.

THE INTERFACE HON STATION WORKS WITHIN

AN EXISTING CONTEXT TO PULLAlL OF THE

ELEMENTS OF LAUSANNE INTO ITSELF. THE

TRANSIT PORTION OF THE STATION ACTS AS AN

ANCHOR IN RON VAlLEY, WHILE ITS

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES REACH TO THE VALLEY

EDGES TO TIE INTO THE HISTORIC

NEIGHBORHOODS ON HIGHER GROUND. THE

TRANSIT PROGRAM ACTS AS HUB FOR CITY

BUSES, SUBURBAN RAIl. AS WElLAS ASUBWAY

STATION.



RIVERSIDE PARK

RIVERSIDE PARK ISA 27·ACREADAPTlVE REUSE PROJECT IN NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSmS.

THE DESIGN CONCEPT FOCUSES ON ASERIES OF NElEMENTAllANDFORMSN. THE LANDFORMS

MAIN PURPOSE IS HYDROLOGICAl. THEIR FORMS ARE MEANT TO COllECT AND DISPERSE

WATER IN AMANNER SO THAT LARGER AREAS REMAIN OPEN FOR SOCIAL AQIVITIES. THESE

SPACES Will BE PROGRAMMED ASSPORTS FiElDS. PLAYGROUNDS. AND GARDENS OF VARIOUS

USES. THE SHAPE OF THE LANDFORM ALLOWS REPETlTIVE USE. BUT THIS METHODOLOGY Will

ENABLE THE PARKTO READAPT AS PARKNEEDSWlllIN[VlTABlY(HANGE. THIS LANDFORM

RESPONSE ALSO FACIliTATES THE PHASING SYSTEM THAT ESTABliSHES HOW THE ENTIRE

SIT[ Will FORM O\l£R TIME. THE EXISTING SPACE IS BORDERED BY AGREEN EDGE. OVER TIME

THE LANDFORMS WIll ALLOW THE WINDSW[PT SEED TO GERMINATE WITHIN WET AREAS

CREATED BY THE LANDFORMS SYSTEM. THESE METHODS Will ENABLE THE VEGETAL SYSTEM

TO FLOURISH NATURAllY.'
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FROM A CRITICAL STANDPOINT, STOSS' RIVERSIDE PARK PROPOSAL TAKES A UNIQUE STANCE. THE LANDFORMS ACT AS RANDOM TOPOGRAPHIC

GESTURES TO INTRODUCE VARIETY, BUTTHEY ARE PURPOSElY POSITIONED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OFTHE WINDS, MIMICKING THE LANDSCAPE TO

COlLECT AND DISTRIBUTE WATER IS PARTICULARLY SUCCESSFUl. THIS WILL ALLOW PARK USERS TO ENJOY THE PARK WHILE THE WETLANDS, VITAL TO

THE RIVER. CONTINUE TO OPERATE AND NATURAllY ClEANSE THE HISTORICALLY-POLLUTED sm. THE PROJECT'S MAJOR FLAW LIES WITHIN THE

CIRCULATION PROGRAM. IT IS NECESSARY TO ALLOW THE CIRCULATION TO WORK WITH THE LANDFORMS, HOWEVER MANY ElEMENTS JUT OUT

TO THE WATER AND TERMINATE, A NUMBER OF LOOKOUTS IS VITAl. BUTTHE CIRCULATION TENDS TO LEAD PEOPLE TOWARD THE WATER WITH NO

WAY BUT BACKWARD. IF THERE WAS A METHOD TO LOOP MORE OFTHE USERS, IT WOULD BE BENEFICIAl.



THE PORT TERMINAL OF YOKOHAMA, JAPAN WAS THE

FIRST PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION OF FOREIGN OFFICE

ARCHITECTS OF LONDON. THE PROJECT WAS PART OF 1995

COMPETITION HElP BY YOKOHAMA TO IMPROVE IT'S

WATERFRONT. JAPAN IS NOTORIOUS FOR IGNORING IT'S

WATERFRONT WITH INDUSTRIAL COMPLEXES. FOA CAST

ALL THE CONVENTIONAL TYPOLOGIES ASIDE FOR A

STREAM-LINED ORGANIC DESIGN WHICH MElDS

ARCH ITECTURE AND LANDSCAPE.' THE PROGRAM

ORIGINATED WITH THE NEED TO PROVIDE A

TRANSPORTATION NODE FOR FERRIES AND SHIPS. FOA'S

CONCEPTUAL SCHEME ALSO ALLOWED THE TERMINAL TO

SERVE AS A CIVIC GATHERING SPACE.

"OUR PROPOSAL FOR THE PROJECT
START BY DECLARING THE SITE AS
AN OPEN PUBLIC SPACE AND
PROPOSES TO HAVE THE ROOF OF
THE BUILDING AS AN OPEN PLAZA.
CONTINUOUS WITH THE SURFACE
OF YAMASHITA PARK AS WELL AS
AKARANEGA PARK.
THE PROJECT IS THEN GENERATED
FROM A CIRCULATION DIAGRAM
THAT ASPIRES TO ELIMINATE THE
LINEAR STRUCTURE CHARACTERISTIC
OF PIERS, AND THE DIRECTIONALITY
OF THE CIRCULATION.'"

"THIS HIGHLY AMBITIOUS PROJECT IS ONE OF THE FIRST

LARGE-SCALE REALIZATIONS OF A NEW GENERATION OF

CYBER-INFlUENCED ARCHITECTURE. DISTINGUISHED BY

ITS FLUIDLY IRREGULAR, CURVILINEAR GEOMETRy.N' THE

DECISION TO CHOOSE FOA'S DESIGN WAS NGUSTY NJ BASED

UPON THEIR FOREIGN LOCATION AND LACK OF

EXPERIENCE, BUT IRONICALLY FITTING BECAUSE

YOKOHAMA WAS ONE OF THE FIRST PORTS IN JAPAN TO

OPEN UP TRADE WITH THE WEST.





SITE PLAN

.. ." .., ~ .

THE SUCCESSES OF THE PORT TERMINAL LIE WITHIN THE EXECUTION OF

CONSTRUCTION. THE COMPTETION JURY AWARDED THE JOB TO FDA IN

1995, BUT DUE TO ECONOMIC WOES IN JAPAN, CONSTRUCTION OlD NOT

COMMECNCE UNTIL 2000. IN 1999, YOKOHAMA WAS CHOSEN TO HOST THE

2002 WORlD CUP EVENTS. THIS AWARD, PUSHED THE PROJECT INTO

CONSTRUCTION. TO SPEED THE PORCESS, YOKOHAMA OFFICIALS AWARDED

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS TO THREE DIFFERENT CONTRACTING

COMPANIES. EACH COMPANY WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FORAPPROXIMATElY

ONE THIRD OFTHE TERMINAL FOR FDA,. THIS LED TO SERIOUS QUALITY

CONTROL QUESTIONS. THE MAJORITY OF THE TERMINAL WAS CONSTRUCTED

OF NUMEROUS PLANKS TO CREATE BOADWALKS. SO FOA SET UP OFFICE IN

JAPAN FOR THE LENGTH OF CONSTRUCTION.l

BECAUSE FDA WAS ATTHE FOREFRONT OF MODELING TECHNOLOGY THEY

CREATED AMODEl TO WliOlLY INTEGRATE ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPE

INTO A ORGANIC FREE-flOWING SHAPE THAT ALLOWS BOTH THE SEA AND

CITY TO FLOW TOGETHER IN ONE SEAMLESS FASHION.

8UILOING (ROSS SECTIONS
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ESTIMATED RIDERSHIP (2002)
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COMMUTU LINE OPT10"'lS MASS TRANSIT CORRIDORS

ABOVE: MAP SHOWING THE DfTROIT REGIONAL AREA AND POSSIBLTRANSIT CORRIDORS.

COMMUTER RAil: PARSONS TRANSPORTATION GROUP'

MASS TRANSIT CORRIDORS: DOWNTOWN TRANSPORTATION MASTER PlAN'

GREENWAV CORRIDOR STUDIES: RAILS-TO-TRAILS FOR THE GREENWAYS INATIVE'

MACRO
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MEssa
ABOVE: ANN ARBOR TO DElROll TRANSIT PIAN

PROPOSED TRANSIT STATIONS IN ORANGE"
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Housing Unit Density
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MEssa
SOUTHWEST DETROIT ZONING
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DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOlS AND GREENWAVS
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MEssa

SOUTHWEST DETROIT BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, GRHNWAYS, AND COMMUTER CORRIDORS. THE BID LIES ALONG WEST VERNOR HIGHWAY &

SPRINGWElLS. ~A BID AllOWS PROPERTY OWNERS TO VOTE ON AN ASSESSMENT TO SUPPORT IMPROVEMENTS AND ENHANCED SERVICES IN THE

SElECTED COMMERCIAL DiSTRICT.... THE SERVICES RENDERED ARE NOT TO BE A REPLACEMENT FOR NORMAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES, BUT FUNCTION

IN ADDITION TO THEM. BIDS HAVE PROVEN TO INCREASE SALES, INCREASE PROPERTY VALUES, AND INCREASE COMMERCIAL OCCUPANCY. THE SPIN·OFF

EFFECTS WILL UNOOUBTABlYIMPROVE THE LOCAL ECONOMY AND ENCOURAGE NEW RESIDENTS TO LIVE IN ClOSE PROXIMITY TO THE DISTRICT.
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DRICPROPOSAL AND DIFT EXPANSION

MEssa
DRJC: DETROIT RIVER INTERNATIONAL CROSSING"

DlFT: DETROIT lNTERMODAl FREIGHT TERMINAL'

MAP SHOWS CURRENT GOVERNMENT·FUNDED PROJECTS THATWlll POTENTIAllY ENCROACH AND DESTROY MAJOR PARTS OFTHE SOUTHWEST

DETROIT NEIGHBORHOODS. BOTH PROJECTS Will BRING SIGNIFICANT AMOUNTS OF TRUCK TRAFFIC AND AIR POllUTION. BOTH PROJECTS BRING

AGUARANTEE OF SUBSTANTIAL INCREASES IN BOTH JOBS AND MONEY TO THE IMMEDIATE TERRITORIES SURROUNDING THE PROPOSALS. THE

INEVITABILITY OF THESE ADDITIONS TO THE CITY, PRESENT AUNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES TO GAIN FUNDING TO

SUPPORT GREENWAYSAND REPROGRAMMED LANDSCAPES TO BUFFER HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOODS FROM THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OFTHESE PROJECTS.
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BIKE/FOOT PATHS

PLAYSCAPES
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INTERVENTION:

ENTRANCE PI.AZNPUBLtC SQUARE

PUBLIC MARKET

GATEWAY PARK FROM MICHIGAN AVE
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MICRO

INTERVENTION:

CULTURAL/HISTORICAL CENTER

GATEWAY PARK TO WEST RIVERWALK

RIVERFRONT PERFORMANCE AMPHITHEATER
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PROPOSED LINEAR PARK

PROPOSED GREENWAY INSERTION

GREENWAY/STREET HIERARCHY



EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE &

CONDITIONS





THE MEXICANTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD WITHIN SOUTHWESTERN DETROIT REMAINS ONE Of THE CITY'S MOST VIBRANT PLACES TO LIVE AND WORK.

fOR THESE SPACES TO REMAIN VIBRANT, AN ADEQUATE AMOUNT Of RECREATION SPACE IS NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL

VIABILITY Of THE NEIGHBORHOOD. REPROGRAMMING THE TRANSITIONAL LANDSCAPES IN MEXICANTOWN WILL UNDOUBTEDLY ALLOW IT TO REMAIN

VIBRANT AND SPUR SUCH CHANGES THROUGHOUT THE CITY.

THE INITIAL INTERVENTION IS ASYSTEM OF INTERCONNECTED GREENWAYS WHICH THREAD THROUGH THE URBAN FABRIC Of SW DETROIT, TYING IN

TO ALARGER REGIONAL GREENWAY SYSTEM. THE GREENWAYS PRIMARY PURPOSE IS TO SERVE ASA CORRIDOR OF NON·MOTORIZED TRAVH THROUGH

THE REGION. THE GREENWAYS WOULD PRIMARILY SERVE USERS Of lEISURE, BUT AS TRANSIT PATTERNS SHIFT, IT IS LIKELY THAT USERS WOULD BEGIN TO

USE THE GREENWAYS FOR BUSINESS AS WElL. THE PROPOSED SYSTEM Will INCLUDE MULTIPLE TYPES OF GREENWAYS. SOME WILL BE RAILS-TO-TRAILS

CONVERSIONS, HOWEVER OTHERS WITH CONTINUE TO SERVE RAil TRAVEL BUT INTEGRATE NON·MOTORIZED USERS. THE RAIL COMPONENT Will SERVE

fREIGHT, COMMUTER, AND EVENTUALLY LIGHT RAIL TRAVEL If POPULATION TRENDS PERMIT SUCH INTEGRATION. THE NON·MOTORIZED USERS OF THE

GREENWAYS Will BE THE PRIMARY BENEFICIARIES Of THE DESIGNED SPACE. THE PRIMARY FOCUS AREA FOR THE PROJECT INCLUDES TWO SEPARATE LEGS.

THE NORTH·SOUTH LEG IS APPROXIMATELY 7.2 MILES LONG. IT STRETCHES fROM THE MILWAUKeE·jUNCTION DETROIT AMTRAK STATION SOUTHWEST

TO THE INTERSECTION Of THE RAIL LINE AND INTERSTATE 75·S0UTH. THE 3·MILE EAST-WEST lEG BEGINS AT THAT POINT AND TERMINATES AT RIVERSIDE

PARK AND MARINA JUST WEST Of THE AMBASSADOR BRIDGE.

THE MAJOR INTERVENTION ALONG THE GREENWAY IS AU.s·ACRE LINEAR PARK. THE PARK FOLLOWS AN ORGANIZATIONAL GRID THAT RESPONDS TO

THE STREET GRID WITHIN THE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT IN MEXICANTOWN. THE PARK'S GROUND CONDITION WILL BE SET BY ASERIES OF TOPOGRAPHIC

CONDITIONS TO COllECT AND DISPERSE WATER. THE LANDSCAPE FORMS Will ALLOWTHE EXISTING VEGETATION TO NATURALLY FLOURISH AND

REESTABLISH THE TRANSITIONAL SPACE. THE PARK IS ANCHORED BY PUBLIC FUNCTIONS ON EITHER END, WHilE THE INTERIOR OFTHE PARK IS

PROGRAMMED FOR USE PRIMARILY BY LOCAL RESIDENTS. THE SOUTHERN END Of THE PARK HOLDS TWO SOCCER FIELDS WHICH WHEN NOT IN USE Will

SERVE AS OPEN TURF FOR LOUNGING, FRISBEE, AND OUTDOOR MOVIES. THE TOPOGRAPHIC CONDITIONS INTRODUCED BYTHE ORGANIZATIONAL GRID

ALLOW ONE OF THE SOCCER fiELDS TO BE FLOODED DURING THE WINTERTIME fOR ASKATING RINK. THIS END OF THE PARK ALSO INCLUDES A LARGE

POOL THATWILL SERVE THE ENTIRE SOUTHWESTERN DETROIT AREA. THESE FIELDS AND POOL WILL BE ANCHORED BY ASERVICE BUILDING. THE LAND

AREA AVAILABLE fOR THE BUILDING TOTALS 25,000+ SQUARE fEET. THE MAJOR AREAS WITHIN THE BUILDING Will BE LOCKER ROOMS WITH SHOWER

AND CHANGINGAR[A5 FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN. THERE WILL BE A CAFETERIASPACE WITH DINING AREAS BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE. THIS WILL

REQUIRE A KITCHEN COMPLETE WITH PREP STATIONS AND DRY AND COLD STORAGE AREAS. THE BUILDING WILL ALSO HAve ATICKETING AREA FOR

USERS AND SPACE TO PROVIDE RENTALS FOR THE ICE RINK. ONE PRAGMATIC CHALLENGE OF THE DESIGN IS TO ACCOMMODATE THE CAFETERIA USERS

WHO MAY NOT USE THE POOL. AND THEREFORE MAY NOT NEED TO PAYTHE ENTRANCE fEE.

THE INTERIOR AREA OF THE PARKSPACE Will BE MORE AVAILABLE TO RESIDENTS IMMEDIATELY ADjACENTTO THE PARK. THEY WILL HAVE ACCESS TO

RAISED PLANTING BEDS SPECIFICAllY FOR VEGETABLE OR FLOWER GARDENS. THESE AREAS WILL INCLUDE SUNKEN TRAilS INTERWOVEN WITHIN THEM.

THIS MOVEMENT WILL DISCOURAGE PARK USERS FROM TAMPERING WITH THE GARDENS, BUT STILL AffORD AVIEW OFTHE GARDENS. ANCHORING

THESE GARDENS Will BE ASMALL TOOL BUILDING. THIS BUILDING WILL HOUSE AND SECURE TOOLS FOR GARDEN USERS. APOTENTIAL ADDlTION TO

THE SPACE WOULD BE ADISPLAY/RETAIL SPACE WHICH WOULD ALLOW USERS TO DISPLAY AND SELL PRODUCE FROM THE GARDENS. THE MONIES

COLLECTED WOULD HELP DEFER MAINTENANCE COSTS \'JITHIN THE PARK. THE SPECIFIC METHOD OF OPERATION OF THE RETAIL SPACE CAPITALIZES ON

THE IDEALS WITHIN THE MEXICANTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD. THE OPERATION IS MEANT TO SPREAD THROUGH WORD·Of·MOUTH IN THE

NEIGHBORHOOD, TURNING IT IN TO A DESTINATION. USING THIS SYSTEM WOULD ALLOW A COMMUNITY GROUP TO OVERSEE THE GARDENS AND

ASSIGN PlOTS, BUT BECAUSE THE SYSTEM IS NON·PROFIT, NO fEES WOULD BE CHARGED FOR USAGE.

THE NORTHERN THIRD Of THE LINEAR PARK HOLDS ANOTHER MAJOR ENTRANCE BECAUSE Of THE MICHIGAN AVENUE FRONTAGE, IFTHIS PARK IS TO

BECOME A DESTINATION, THE BEST LOCATION TO ATTRACT USERS WILL BE THIS EDGE. THE PARK WILL PRESENT ITSELf WITH AN NEXTERIOR FOYERN. THIS

SPACE \'JILL NOT ACT AS A fLAT SPACE fOR GATHERING, BUT RATHER ITS FUNCTION IS TO CATCH THE ATTENTION AND DRAW USERS UP INTO THE lARGER

SPACES WITHIN ITS BORDERS. IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT THATTHIS EDGE OF THE PARK MAKES ASUGGESTION OF OTHER USES THAT GUIDES USERS

THROUGH THE SPACE AND DISCOURAGES LINGERING IN THE ENTRANCE. AS THE USERS TRAVERSE THE EXTERIOR FOYER., THEY Will ALSO ENCOUNTERA

NATIVE PRAIRIE LANDSCAPE. THE PRAIRIE ISAN EXTENSION OF A DRY PRAIRIE SPACE DIRECTLY EAST Of THE PARKSPACE. BEYOND THE PRAIRIE IS THE

COMMON GREEN. THE COMMON IS MEANT TO INVOKE THE SENSE OF SCALE THATTHE PARK OFFERS. THE COMMON WILL BE fRAMED BY TAllER

PLANTINGS TO PROVIDE SHADE. HOW THE COMMON IS SKEWED SUGGESTS ACIRCULATION PATTERN TO BRING USERS INTO THE GARDENS TOWARD THE



PRODUCE SERVICE SPACE. WITHIN THE COMMON. INTERVENTIONS WILL BE INTRODUCED. THESE ALTERNATIVE RECREATION SPACES WILL ACT AS

PLAYSCAPES GEARED TOWARD THE ADULT USER. THESE PIECES WILL FACILITATE SUN BATHING. LOUNGING, READING. CONVERSATION AREAS. VIEWING

PLATFORMS, DINING AREAS. COOLING SHElTERS, AND AREAS FOR CHESS OR CHECKER GAMES. THE DESIGN INTENTION OF THESE INTERVENTIONS IS TO

PROMOTE REST. RElAXATION, AND RECREATION.

THE FINAL ELEMENT OFTHE AREA IS THE PRAIRIE. THE ENTIRE FILTER ENCOMPASSES APPROXIMATELY 40 ACRES. BECAUSE OF ITS SIZE, THIS AREA WOULD

BE SUBSIDIZED BYTHE CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM OFFERED BY FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS. IMPLEMENTATION OF RIPARIAN FILTERS IS

A PROVEN METHOD OF NATURALLY ClEANSING BOTH AIR AND SOIL THIS IS ESP[(lALLYVITAL TO THEAREA CONSIDERING SOUTHWEST DETROIT'S

HEAVY DOMINANCE OF INDUSTRY. THE FILTER WILL INClUDE BOTH WARM AND COOLSEASON GRASSES. AS WEll AS KEY WILDFLOWERS. CAPITALIZING

ON THE DIVERSITY OF PLANTINGS WILL ENSURE THAT THE FILTER FLOURISHES NATURALLY. THE FILTER WILL ALSO INClUDE TRAILS THAT TIE INTO THE

GREENWAY AND POSSIBLY AN OUTDOOR ClASSROOM FOR USE BY LOCAl SCHOOLS.

WITHIN THE PARK, ASERIES OF PATHWAYS WILL CIRCULATE TO DIRECT AND CONNECT USERS TO ITS VARIOUS FUNCTIONS. THESE PATHS WILL BE

CONSTRUCTED WITH ONE REPETllIVE ElEMENT. IT WILL BE ALONG THIN RECTANGLE ARRANGED TO PUll THE USER ALONG THE PATH. MATERIALITY

WILL CHANGE BASED ON ITS TRAFFIC USAGE AND SPECIFIC PROGRAM. IT Will BE PROPORTIONED TO REMAIN INTERCHANGEABLE AND WILL ENABLE THE

PATH TO CONFORM TO THE VARYING LANDSCAPE. AS THE PATH CONFORMS TO THE LANDSCAPE, IT ALLOWS THE lANDSCAPE TO REMAIN THE PRIMARY

ELEMENT OF THE PARK.

THE OTHER MAJOR COMPONENT OF THIS PROJECT IS AMULTI·MODAL TRANSIT STATION. THE STATION WILL BE PART OF THE COMMUTER LINE RUNNING

BETWEEN ANN ARBORAND DETROIT. THE STATION WILL BE LOCATED ATTHE tNTERSECTIONS OF LIVERNOIS AND WEST VERNOR. THE INTERSECTION IS

ALSO ANCHORS THE GREENWAY PATH WHICH WILL PROVIDE ANON·MOTORIZED CONNECTION TO THE LINEAR PARK. THE PARTlCULAR PLOT WHERE THE

STATION IS LOCATED. HAPPENS TO BE AMAJOR GAP IN THE VERNOR RETAIL STRIP. INFILLING THIS lAND, WILL PROVIDE A PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL

CONNECTION TO THE REST OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD.

THE STATION WILl8E COMPOSED ATHREE MAJORS COMPONENTS. THE FIRST COMPONENT IS THE PUBLIC FACE TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD. THIS PART OF

THE STATION WILLINCtuDE TlCKETlNGAND WAlliNG AREAS. RESTROOMS AND LOCKERS, AS WELL AS ACAFE/RETAILSPACE TO OFFER GOODS TO

PASSENGERS. THE NEXT COMPONENT OF THE STATION IS THE PLATFORM AREAS. THE PLATFORMS WILL RUN PARALLEL TO THE FOUR RAIL LINES THAT

WILL ANCHOR THE STATION. THE PLATFORMS WILL BE FLANKED BY CIRCULATION TOWERS CONNECTED BY ASKYWALK, ALLOWING PASSENGERS TO

ACCESS BOTH PLATFORMS. THE FORM OFTHE STATION tSDICTATED BYTHE GREENWAY. THE GREENWAY RISES TO CROSSOVER THE RAll LINES. TO

ACCOMMODATE BARRIER-FREESTATUTES, THE GREENWAY BECOMES ATWISTING RAMP IN WHICH THE COMMUTER STATION'S FUNCTIONS ARE INSERTED.

AS THE RAMP DESCENDS FROM THE COMMUTER STATION, IT SPILLS OUT INTO AN ORCHARD. THE ORCHARD GROUNDS TAKE ON A FACETED FORM, SO

AS TO DIRECT BOTH USER AND WATER THROUGH THESPACE. THE ORCHARD WILl8E THE CENTRAL COMPONENT OF ANEWTRANSIT-ORIENTED

DEVELOPMENT, ANCHORED BY THE TRANSIT STATION. BECAUSE THE VERNOR/DIX CORRIDOR IS THE MAIN RETAIL CORRIDOR THROUGH SW DETROIT,

THE T.O.D. WILL FEATURE AMIXED·USE R£TAIIjHOUSING PROJECT FRONTING THIS EDGE. THIS PROJECT WILL AlSO INCLUDE A FAST·(ASUALAND

SIT·DOWN RESTAURANT. IT IS THE lNTENTlON, THATTHESE FUNCTIONS UTlllZE THE ORCHARD FOR LOCAL ORGANIC PRODUCE. THE OTHER MAIN

EDGE TO THE T.O.D.IS LIVERNOIS. THIS EDGE WILL8E FRONTED BY ALARGE MUlTIFAMILY RESIDENTlAL DEVELOPMENT. THE PROJECT WILL INClUDE

NUMEROUS UNITS AND FLOOR PlANS TO ACCOMMODATE A RANGE OF LIVING OPTIONS.



PRAIRIE 3S ACRES

WALKING/RUNNING PATH

OUTDOORCLASSROOM/VIEWlNG PLATFORM

PROJECT QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY I PROGRAM

LINEAR PARK 1S ACRES

SOCCER FIELD (2)

POOL

SWIM DECK

COMMUNITY GARDENS (S)

ALTERNATIVE RECREATION SPACES

SUNBATHING

SHADING SPACES

LOUNGING

READING

CONVERSATION SPACES

VIEWING PLATFORMS

DINING/PICNICKING SPACES

CHESS/CHECKERSPACES

GARDEN BUILDING

TOOL STORAGE

PRODUCE COUNTER + DISPLAY

MAINTENANCE ROOM

UNISEX RESTROOM

POOL BUILDING

LOCKER ROOM

CHANGINGAREA

SHOWER AREA

MEN 4 SHOWERS

WOMEN 4 SHOWERS

RESTROOM

MEN

3 STALLS

3URINALS

SSINKS

WOMEN

SSTALLS

7 SINKS

MAINTENANCE CLOSET

TICKETING BOOTHS (3)

LINE QUEUE

MANAGEMENT OFFICE

RENTAL COUNTER +STORAGE

DINING SPACE

OUTDOOR DINING

KITCHEN AND PREP

117,000 SQ FT EACH

13,4S6SQFT

S,316SQFT

S,OOO SQ FT EACH

300SQFT

7S0SQFT

200SQFT

SOSQFT

1300 +20%: 1,560 SQ FT

300 SQ FT EACH

100 SQ FT EACH

6S0SQFT

6S0SQFT

SOSQFT

7S SQFT

SOOSQFT

1SOSQFT

SOOSQFT

1S00SQFT

1000SQFT

1000SQFT

DELIVERYANDDRYSTORAGE

CAFE-OFFICE

MECHANICAL ROOM

MEN'S ROOM

2 STALLS

2 URINALS

3 SINKS

WOMEN'S ROOM

3 STALLS

4 SINKS

SOOSQFT

1S0SQFT

SOOSQFT

170SQFT

170SQFT

836SSQFT + 20%:10,03BSQFT



COMMUTER STATION

TICKETING BOOTHS (3)

MANAGEMENT OFFICE

LINE QUEUE

RESTROOM(2 OF EACH)

MEN

HTAlLS

3 URINALS

5 SINKS

WOMEN

5 STALLS

7 SINKS

MAINTENANCE ClOSET

WAITING AREA

RESTAURANT (PREP/SALES COUNTER)

DINING AREA

PLATFORMS(2)

75 SQFT

150SQFT

500SQFT

650SQFT

650SQFT

50SQFT

2000SQFT

SOOSQFT

1000SQFT

1000SQFT

1500 SQ FT EACH

11.025+ 20%= 1J,2JOSQFT

PROJECT QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY I PROGRAM
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SPACE NAME:

CAPACITY:

NO. UNITS:

SQUARE FT PER UNIT:

TOTAL NET AREA:

COMMUNITY POOl

250 PERSONS

1

13,4S6SQFT

13,4S6SQFT

SPACE DETAIL SUMMARY I PROGRAM

PURPOSE:

THE POOL WILL SERVE THE ENTIRE WEST SIDE OF DETROIT AS THE EAST SIDE AlREADY HAS AWATER PARK.

ACTIVITIES:

THE POOL WILL BE FOR RECREATION PURPOSES, SWIMMING LESSONS, AND WATER·BASED EXERCISE PROGRAMS.

SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS:

THE POOL MUST BE SURROUNDED BY ANON·SlIP POOl DECK. THERE MUSTBE AMPLE ROOM FOR BOTH LIFE GUARDS AND POOL PATRONS.

ADDITIONAL SPACE SHOULD BE ALLOCATED FOR LOUNGING. THERE MUST BE ACCESS TO RESTROOMS AND CONCESSIONS.

QUAlITATIVE CONSIDERATIONS:

PATRONS SHOULD NOT FEEl CRAMPED ON THE POOL DECK. THE POOl MUST BE IN FUll SUN FOR THE ENTIRETY OFTHE DAY.

EQUIPMENT/FURNISHINGS:

DEPENDING ON THE POOl, NEEDS INClUDE: PUMPS, FILTERS, HEATERS, LIGHTS, SLIDES, DIVING BOARDS, SKIMMERS, DRAINS, CHEMICALS, SOLAR

EQUIPMENT, WINTERIZING EQUIPMENT, AND POOl LINERS. DECK TABLES, CHAIRS, AND LOUNGE CHAIRS NEED TO BE PROVIDED FOR PATRON USE. A

STORAGE ROOM MUST 8E AlLOCATED FOR EQUIPMENT.

MECHANICAL/ELECTRICALSYSTEMS,

THE POOl WILL REQUIRE CHEMICAL TREATMENT. WATER DISINFECTION WILL BE COMPLETED WITH LIQUID CHLORINE AND ACID WHICH WILL

DISPENSED FROM LARGE SEALED TANKS. CHEMICALS ARE METERED INTO AFILTERED WATER CIRCULATION LINE THROUGH AN ElECTRONIC

DISPENSING SYSTEM. THE POOl IS HEATED 8Y DIRECT FIRE GAS BOILERS. AN OlYMPIC POOl REQUIRES THREE 1.000,000 BTU BOILERS. ASECURED

ROOM MUST BE PROVIDED FOR THIS EQUIPMENT.

THE POOl BUILDING

SPACE NAME:

CAPACITY,

NO. UNITS:

SQUARE FT PER UNIT:

TOTAL NET AREA:

LOCKfRROOM

30 PERSONS

2

1.0S0SQFT

2,100SQFT

PURPOSE:

LOCKER ROOMS PROVIDE POOl PATRONS ASPACE TO CHANGE AND STORE THEIR BELONGINGS. THEY ALSO OFFER SHOWERS FOR AFTER POOl USE.

RESTROOMS ARE ALSO AllOCATED FOR PATRON USE.

SPATIAL RELATIONS:

LOCKER ROOMS MUST PROVIDE ACCESS FROM BOTH THE TICKETING AND POOl AREAS. AMAINTENANCE ClOSET MUST BE IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT

TO LOCKER ROOM ENTRANCES.

QUALITATIVE RELATIONSHIPS:

LOCKER ROOMS SHOULD LOOK AND SMElL CLEAN. VENTILATION RATES SHOULD BE RELATIVElY HIGH TO ALLOW FOR WET AND ODIFEROUS AIR TO

BE REMOVED FROM THE SPACE. AIR TEMPERATURES MAY BE MAINTAINED AT ASLIGHTlY HIGHER LEVEL THAN OTHER AREAS IN AFACllITYTO PREVENT

PEOPLE FROM BEING CHILLED WHEN THEY STEP OUT OF THE SHOWER. TYPICAllY, AIR IS DElIVERED IN THE LOCKER AREA AND EXHAUSTED IN THE WET

AREA AT ALOW VElOCITY. THIS TRAPS MOIST AIR IN WET AREAS SO PROPER HUMIDITY LEVElS ARE MAINTAINED IN THE LOCKERAREAS.

EQUIPMENT/fURNISHINGS:

EACH LOCKER ROOM REQUIRES RENTABLE LOCKERS FOR UP TO 75 PATRONS. THE RESTROOM PORTION REQUIRES AT LEAST ONE BARRIER·FREE STALL,

SINK. AND SHOWER. ADA·COMPLJANTSHOWERSTALLS MUST BE 36" X36" WITH ASEAT AND GRAB BARS. TOILET STALLS MUST BE GO" XGO~ WITH GRAB

BARS. TOILET HEIGHTS SHOUlD BE 18". AND SINKS MUST BE 30" WIDE AND 48" DEEP. SINKS SHOULD BE MOUNTED LOWER FOR AWHEELCHAIR·BOUND

PATRON. ALL DOORWAY WlDTHS MUST BE3r (MINIMUM).



I PROGRAMSPACE DETAIL SUMMARY
MECHANICAl/ElECTRICAlSYSTEMS:

MECHANICAL AND VENTILATION EQUIPMENT MUST BE IN A ROOM IMMEDIATElY ADJACENT TO THE LOCKER ROOMS. EQUIPMENT CAN NOT BE

MOUNTED ON THE ROOF, AS IT HAMPERS DIRECT ACCESS FOR MAINTENANCE.

SPACE NAME:

CAPACITY:

NO. UNITS:

SQUARE FT PER UNIT:

TOTAL NET AREA:

CAF~ KJTCHEN

15 PERSONS

1

1.000SQFT

1,OOOSQFT

PURPOSE:

THE PURPOSE IS TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD IN AFAST AND EFFICIENT MANNER. DESIGN AND LAYOUT REQUIRE EXPERT ADVICE FOR QUALITY RESULTS.

ACTIVlTIES:

ACTIVlTIES INClUDE WASHING, PEELING, CHOPPING, COOKING, BAKING ETC.

SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS:

THE KITCHEN MUSTOPEN UP TO THE DINING SPACE. ACCESS TO AND FROM MUST BE EASY AND SMOOTH. RECEIVING. STORAGE, PREPARATION, AND

COOKING SHOULD All TAKE PLACE IN ACENTRALIZED AREA.

QUAlITATIVE CONSIDERATIONS:

THE KITCHEN MUST BE WElL ILLUMINATED TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS, INCREASE EFFICIENCY, FACILITATE QUAlITY CONTROL AND PREVENT WASTE.

FLUORESCENT LIGHT FIXTURES ARE ADVISABLE FOR THEIR EFFICIENCY AND COOl OPERATING TEMPERATURES. ALL FLOOR COVERING SHOULD BE EASY

TO MAINTAIN AND NON-SLIP. ALL WALLS SHOULD BE COVERED WITH TIlE. THEY ARE INlTIALLY EXPENSIVE, BUT EASYTO MAINTAIN AND HAVE A

LONGER LIFE SPAN.

EQUIPMENT!fURNISHINGS:

STORAGE EQUIPMENT CONSISTS OF INDUSTRIAL FOOD-GRADE SHElVING. IT MAY BE WIRE OR SOLID. WIRE SHELVING IS APPROPRIATE FOR CANNED

GOODS OR BOXES; SOLID SHElVING IS REQUIRED IN REFRIGERATORS AND FREEZERS. THEY ARE EASY TO ClEAN. ALLSHELVING MUST BE ARRANGED

APPROPRIATELY TO FACILITATE ADEQUATE AIR CIRCULATION. WALK-IN FREEZERS AND REFRIGERATORS ARE REQUIRED WITH ACCESS ON BOTH SIDES

OF ENTRANCE DOORS. AGAS RANGE AND OVEN, GRILL, AND DEEP FRYER WILL BE REQUIRE FOR COOKING.

MECHANICAL!ELECTRICALSYSTEMS:

LIFE SAFETY CODE REQUIRES THAT THE KITCHEN BE EQUIPPfD WITH A FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEM. THE KITCHEN SHOULD BE EQUIPPED WITH ACARBON

DIOXIDE/EXTINGUISHING CHEMICALS-TYPE SYSTEM. THEY ARE SUPERIOR TO WATER RELEASING SPRINKLER SYSTEMS. All COOKING EQUIPMENTWILL

REQUIRE AVENTILATION SYSTEM. THE SYSTEM MUST HAVE ACANOPY WITH FILTERS TO CLEAN THE AIR.

SPACE NAME:

CAPACITY:

NO. UNITS:

SQUARE FT PER UNIT:

TOTAL NET AREA:

CAF~ DINING

150 PERSONS

1

1,500SQFT

1.500SQFT

PURPOSE:

THE SPACE IS THE MAIN FOCAL POINT IN TRANSITION BETWEEN THE POOl AND PARK. THE CAFE WILL BE ACTIVE YEAR· ROUND VERSES THE POOL THIS

SPACE Will NOT REQUIRE PATRONS TO ORDER FOOD; IT WILL SERVE AS A PLACE OF CONVERSATION AND GATHERING.

SPATIAL RELATIONS:

THE MOSTtMPORTANT ElEMENTtS THE CIRCULATION. DINERS WILL HAVE AN OPTION TO DINE INDOORS OR OUT. SOME PATRONS MAY NOT BE

USING THE POOl. SO THEY WILL NOT NEED TO PAYTHE FEE. BUT THERE NEEDS TO BE SOME WAYTD BLOCK THE DINERS FROM GmlNG TO THE POOL

WHILE AllOWING DINING ACCESS TO POOL PATRONS.

QUAlITATIVE CONSIDERATIONS:

THE DINING SPACE SHOULD BE VERY OPEN. WITH HIGH CEIUNGS. THERE WILL NEED TO BE SOME ACOUSTICAl SYSTEM TO ACCOMMODATE FOR THE

HIGH CEILINGS. THE ROOM SHOULD RECEIVE AN ABUNDANCE OF NATURAL LIGHT. BUT NONE SHOULD BE DIRECT.

EQUIPMENT/fURNISHINGS:

AVARIETY OF SEATING IS NEEDED TO ACCOMMODATE THE NEEDS OF THE DINING PATRONS. THERE WILL BE TEN 4-PERSON BOOTHS, TWENTY



SPACEDETAllSUMMARV I PROGRAM

2·PERSON TABLES, TEN 6-PERSON TABLES, AND 10 BAR STOOLS AT AN elEVATED SNACK BAR FOR SINGLE PATRONS. All TABLES Will HAVE MOVEABLE

PIECES SO SEATING ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE ALTERED FOR LARGER PARTIES.

MECHANI(Al/ELECTRI(AlSVSTEMS:

LIFE SAFETY CODE REQUIRES THATTHE DINING AREA BE EQUIPPED WITH A FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEM. THE DINING SPACE Will HAVE AWATER

RELEASING SPRINKlER SYSTEM.

SPACE NAME:

CAPACITY:

NO. UNITS,

SQUARE FT PER UNIT:

TOTAL NET AREA:

COMMUTER. STATION WAITING

200·2S0 PERSONS

2

2,OOOSQFT

SOOSQFT

2,SOOSQFT

PURPOSE:

THE COMMUTER STATION WAITING AREA IS THE MAIN FOCAL POINT OFTHE COMMUTER STATION. IT Will ACT AS AGATHERING SPACE FOR PATRONS

BEFORE AND AFTER BOARDING.

SPATIAL RELATIONS:

THE WAlTING AREA Will PROVIDE DIRECT ACCESS TO AND FROM TRAIN PLATFORMS. ITWlLl BE ADJACENT TO THE TICKETING AREA, AND PROVIDE

ACCESS TO BOTH RESTROOMS AND RETAIUCAFE SPACES.

QUALITATIVE CONSIDERATIONS:

THE WAlTING SPACE Will PROVIDE VIEWS OUT INTO THE CENTRAL GREEN SPACE OF THE TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT. IT Will BE A LARGE, OPEN

SPACE THAT PROVIDES AMPLE NATURAL LIGHT.

EQUIPMENT/fURNISHINGS

THE WAITING SPACE Will BE EQUIPPED WITH SEVERAL BANKS OF SIMILAR SEATING. VARIOUS SEATING OPTIONS WOULD ENHANCE THE SPACE, BUT ARE

NOT REQUIRED. SMAll TABLES SHOULD BE USED TO ARRANGE SEATING GROUPS. NATURAL LIGHTING Will ALLOW LARGER ponED PLANTS TO

FLOURISH INDOORS AND BREAK UP THE LARGE SPACE.

SPACE NAME:

CAPACITY:

NO. UNITS:

SQUARE FT PER UNIT:

TOTAL NET AREA:

COMMUTER STATION CAFE DINING

100 PERSONS

1

1,OOOSQ,FT

1,OOOSQFT

PURPOSE:

THE CAFE Will SERVE THE COMMUTER STATION PATRONS AND BE AN OPTION FOR WAITING AND MEETING. THIS SPACE Will BE ONE OF

CONVENIENCE. IT Will MOSTLVSERVE ASA PLACE TO CATCH ACOFFEE OR READ THE MORNING PAPER. IT IS NOT ASIT·DOWN DINING VENUE.

SPATIAL RELATIONS:

THE DINING SPACE Will HAVE DIRECT ACCESS TO THE RETAIL COUNTER AND RESTROOMS. ITSHOULD BE SEPARATED FROM THE WAITING SpACE,BUT

NOT ENTIRElVCLOSED OFF FROM IT.

QUALITATIVE CONSIDERATIONS:

THE DINING SPACE Will NEED SOME TYPE OF ACOUSTICAL BARRIER THAT WILL NOT ALLOW SOUND TO CARRVTHROUGH THE LARGE WAITING AREA.

EQUIPMENT/FURNISHINGS:

BECAUSE THE STATION AND CAFE CATER TO COMMUTERS, THE MAJORITY OF PATRONS WILL DINE SOLO. AVARIETY OF SMAll TABLES Will BE SERVE

COUPLES AND GROUPS, BUT AVARIETY OF BAR HEIGHT SEATING SHOULD BE PROVIDED FOR SOLO PATRONS.



SPACE NAME:

CAPACITY:

NO. UNITS;

SQUARE FT PER UNIT;

TOTAL NET AREA:

COMMUTER STATION PLATFORM

300 PERSONS (STANDING)

2

1.S00SQFT

3.000SQFT

SPACE DETAil SUMMARY I PROGRAM

PURPOSE:

THE COMMUTER STATION PLATFORMS ARE THE PLACE OF TRANSITION FOR THE COMMUTER STATION. THEY MUST BE VERY OPEN TO PROVIDE

MULTIPLE PATHS OF TRAVEl.

SPATIAL RELATIONS:

THE PLATFORM AREAS MUST HAVE QUICK ACCESS TO THE CIRCULATION TOWERS TO GET FROM ONE SIDE TO ANOTHER. THEY MUST ALSO HAVE

ACCESS THE INDOOR WAITING AREAS, RESTROOMS. AND LOCKER/STORAGE AREAS.

QUALITATIVE CONSIDERATIONS:

THE WAlTING SPACE WILL BE OPEN TO THE TRACKS. SO SECURITY MEASURES MUST BE PROVIDED FOR THE SAFffi OF PASSENGERS.

EQUIPMENT/fURNISHINGS

THE PLATFORMS SHOULD BE LINED WITH SEATING FOR WAlTING PASSENGERS. SIGNAGE SHOULD BE FREQUENT AND EASYTO FOllOW TO GUIDE

PASSENGERS THROUGH THE STATION.



1_'
~ MOOU~(lr(1lAN1)l ,.,.,HIN~WASTED "'• ., ....... ArrtrT1(IN



_ .. Beltline Trait

•

..

September 2005
WII'W:beltIIMpMtntJfMlp.org

Concept Map

•

\ ,

• ,Itline
The BeltLine Partnership

,

,
,

• Public School:s

- BelUine Transit

- - PATH Foundation Tl1IllS

Proposed New Greef'l$paoe
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ATLANTA HAS RECENTlY BEGUN DEVELOPING AMASTER PLAN TO REDEVELOP A22-MILE DERELICT RAILWAYTHAT ENCIRClES THE CITY. THE CIRClE IS

ABOUT A 2-4 MILE RADIUS FROM THE CENTER OF ATLANTA. OVER 100,000 RESIDENTS LIVE WITHIN A HALF MILE OF THE PROPOSED BElTUNE. THE UNE

WOULD CONNECT 45 OF ATlANTA'S NEIGHBORHOODS.?



ATLANTA'S BElTINE WOULD BE ACOMBINATION: RAILS-W1TH-TRAILS. THE LINEAR PARKS WOULD RUN PARALLEL TO EXISTING MARTA LINES.



DEQUINDRfJ<£,fROIT'S NEW GREENWAY

DEQUINDRE CUT PROGRESS AS OF DECEMBER, 2007



THE RIVERWALK
THE NEW FACE OF DETROIT
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THESPEClFlC STREETS INVOLVEEO ARE CASS. CANFIElD, KIRBV. AND JOHN R. WEST WARREN AND WOODWARD WILL ACT AS CENTRAL CONNECTORS TO

THE OVERAll lOOP. THE GOAL OF THE LOOP 1$ TO CONNECf WAVNESTAT[ UNIVERSITY TO THE DETROIT MEDICAL CENTER. PROGRESSIVE THOUGHT

PROMOTES THE NOTION OF RECLAIMING THE RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR PEDESTRIAN USE MAKING MIDTOWN AWALKABlE COMMUNITY.



BY RECLAIMING THE PEDESTRAIN RIGHT·Of-WAY, DESIGNERS

WERE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITYTO PROPOSE ASYSTEM TO

BUffER THE PEDESTRIAN/BIKE PATH fROM THE STREET. THE

BUffER IS CREATED PRIMARILY USING BOLLARDS AND

LANDSCAPfD PLANTERS TO BUffER THE TRAIL fROM THE ROAD

AND fROM THE EXISTING RIGHT-Of-WAY. TO GREEN THE BUFFER. n-"'_,
NATIVE SPECIES WILL BE REINTRODUCED, WHICH THRIVE IN THE

LOCAL CLIMATE, AND WILL, IN TURN, REQUIRE LESS

MAINTAINENCE THEN WOULD NON-NATIVE PLANT SPECIES.

THEIMPlIMENTAT10N Of SUCH ASYSTEM REQUIRES A

THOUGHfUL USE Of THE NEW SPACE THAT WILL BE CREATED. THE 1::::::1.,.;:;
LANDSCAPfD BUFFERS PRESENT AN OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE

A LINEAR HORIZONTAL SURfACE WHICH WILL ALLOW

PEDESTRIANS TO LOUNGE ALONG THE PATH. THE BENCHES

SHOULD BE ORIENTED TO THE STOREfRONTS WHICH ALLOW

THE PEDESTRIAN TO LOOK IN TO STORE fRONTS. WHICH WILL

INCREASE THE USAGE Of RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS ALONG THE

LOOP. IT WILL ALSO SPUR OUTDOOR EATING AREAS ARE SHOWN

BY THE RENDERING ON THE RIGHT.

SOME RENDERINGS SHOW THAT SOME PORTIONS Of THE TRAIL

WILL BE USED BY BOTH PfDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS

SIMULTANEOUSLY. THIS SITUATION PRESNETS LIfE-SAfETY

HAZARDS AND WILL POTENTiAlLY DRIVE AWAY USERS Of ONE

OR THE OTHER FUNCTION. THIS IS NOT DESIRABLE, BECAUSE THIS

TYPE Of TRAIL SHOULD FOCUS ON AND ACCOMODATE MUlTIPLE

TYPES Of NON-MOTORIZED TRANSIT.

THE MIDTOWN LOOP WILL SERVE AS AKEY COMPONENT IN THE

LARGER SCHEME TO RECONNECT THE CITY Of DETROITTHROUGH

THE IMPLEMENTATION Of GREENWAYS. THE MlDTOWN LOOP

AI)Dlfll)"""-l!SEAJ:(H

WILL CONNECT TO THE DEQUIND RE CUT WH ICH TRAVERSES THE

AREA BEnVEEN MIDTOWN AND DOWNTOWN. THE OTHER

TERMINUSOFTHE PLANNED GREENWAY SYSTEM IS

THE DETROIT RIVERWALK. CURRENTLY, THE RIVERWALK HAS NOT

EXPANDED WEST Of THE RENAISSANCE CENTER. fUTURE PLANS

SHOW THE RlVERWALK TO EXTEND WESTTO THE AMBASSADOR

BRIDGE. THIS Will NOT REACH SOUTHWEST DETROIT. THE

SOUTHWEST PORTION Of DETROIT HAS ASTRONG GREENWAYS

INlT1ATlVE AND THERE ISAN UNREALIZED OPPORTUNITY TO LINK

THIS BOOMING PART Of THE DETROIT TO THE REST Of THE CITY.

THIS CAN BEACCOMPLISED BY LTYING INTO THE MIDTOWN

LOOP VIA THE DEFUCNT MILWAUKfE JUNCTION LINE AND USING

VACANCIES ALONG JEFfERSON AND fORT WAYNE TO TIE INTO

THE WEST RIVERWALK.
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AS MULTIPLE TRANSITORY PATHS

INTERSECT, ISTHERE AMETHOD OF

TERMINATING THEM IN ONE PLACE

WHILE ALLOWING TO CONTINUE ON

IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS?
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MAPPING PROGRAMMATIC FUNCTIONS

.'. .­
."'!

UNDERSTANDING THE SITEASA BUFFER

BETWEEN ACTIVE AND INACTIVE SPACES.
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ONTO THE SITE WHILE ESTABLISHING

M,AJOR POINTS ON ENTRY AND USE.



BUILDING FORM STUDY MODElS



TOPOGRAPHIC EXPlORAnON
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v .

PATH SECTION

COOl SPACESUN OECK+

T10NSHELlPICNIC/CONV£RSA



SITE PlAN -UN_ EAR PARK +PRAIRIE



THIS MODEl IS AN EXPlORATION

SHOWING THE REAlTlON OF

BUILDING TO LANDSCAPE. THE

FACfTED METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION

ALLOWS ARCHlTEaURf AND lANDSCAPE

TO EX1STCOHESlVllV. THEPATH

THROUGH THE PARK CONTINUES TO

flOW FREElV AND CREATE THE BOTTOM

OFTHE POOL WHICH TURNS TO POOL

OECK AND EVlNllJAllVWRAPS THE

EXTERIOR OF THE POOL BUIlDING.

UTILIZING THE SAMENESS OF THE PATH

AND THE TOPOGRAPHY CREATED

ALLOWS THE ENTIRE PARK TO Aa ASA

UNIFIED SYSTEM.
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RECOGNIDNG THESE PlACES AND

CONNECTING THEM TO NEWSPAC[5IS

CRITICAL FORA MEANINGFUL

INTIRVENTION IN SOUTHWEST DETROIT.

SOUTHWEST DETROIT HOLDS

SOME OF THE CITYS MOST

TREASURED ICONS. THE MOST

CURRENT, THE MEXlCANTOWN

MERCADO AND INTERNATtONAL

WELCOME CENTER HAVE BEEN

BUILT TO WELCOME VISITORS TO

THE REGION, AS WEUAS, EDUCATE

THEM ABOUT THE LOCAL

NEIGHBORHOOD. THE AMBASSADOR

BRIDGE IS ONE OF THE MAJOR

THOROUGHFARES THAT LINK

BOTH DETROIT AND WINDSOR..

ONTARIO. THE BRIDGE HAS STOOD

AS AN ICON FOR GENERATIONS OF

DETROITERS. BELOW, THE

MICHIGAN CENTRAL STATION IS

ONE OFTHE MOST FAMOUS

LANDMARKS OF DETROIT'S

DOWNFAU. ITSTANDS

ABANDONED AWAITING DEMOLITION

OR ANEW USE. TO THE RIGHT, ST.

ANNE'S CHURCH IS THE OLDESf

INSTITUTION IN DETROITTHAT HAS

EXISTED, IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER,

SINCE 1701. ITIS CONSIDERED A

CORNERSTONE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD.



MUlTIPLE SITE MODELS AllOW THE DESIGNER

TO GAIN AVIEW OF THE SITE NOT ACHIEVED

THROUGH NEIGHBORHOOD ANALYSIS. BY MAPPING

OUT THE SITE IN ATHREE-DIMENSIONAL FASION

ONE GAINS THE SENSE OF HOW THE SITE IS

CONNECTED OR DISCONNECTED. IT ALSO AlLOWS

THE DESIGNER TO GAIN ASENSE FOR HOW TO

MAP OUT ROUTES OF CONNECTING VARIOUS

ELEMENTS BACK INTO THE PROPOSED

DESIGN.



AS THE PROGRAM EXPANDEO SOUTHWARD

ALONG THE GREENWAY,ITWAS DETERMINED

TO INCORPORATE THE COMMUTER ROUTE

INTO THE PROJECT. FOLLOWING THIS MEANT

ASERIOUS PROPOSAL FORA TRANSIT STATION

WAS NECESSARY. THE DESIGN PHASE

BEGAN WITH ATYPOLOGICAL SOLUTION

OF SPANNING THE RAIL LINES TO

SHIELD PASSENGERS FROM THE

elEMENTS. THIS SOLUTION WOULO

NOT BEAPPROPRlATE FOR IT OlD

NOT CONFRONTTHE GREENWAY.

IMPLEMENTING THE GREENWAY

INTO THE TRANSlTSTATION BECAME

PRIORITY SOTHAT GREENWAY

USERS WOULD HAVE ACCESS TO THE

AMENITIES OF THE TRANSIT·

ORIENTED OEVlOPMENT. THE MOOELS

ABOVE BEGIN TO CONSIDER THESE

CIRCUMSTANCes.



.,,

THE (QMMUTERSTATION WILL

ANCHOR ANEW TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT.

THE T.O.D. WILL BE PHASED IN AS DEMAND DEEMS IT NECESSARY.

OTHER THAN THE COMMUTER STATION, THE OTHER MAIN ELEMENT

OF THE T.O.D. WILL BE A LARGE ORCHARD. THE ORCHARD WILL BE

ORIENTED TO ACT ASA BUFFER BElWEEN THE BUILDINGS IN THE T.O.D.

THE ORCHARD WILL BE BORDERED BY ALARGE BLOCK OF ROW HOUSES.

THERE WILL ALSO BE ARESTAURANT, WHICH WILL UTILIZE SOME OF THE

ORCHARD'S PRODUCE. THE OTHER BUILDING WILL HOUSE AMIX OF

RETAIL SPACES ON THE STREET LEVEL W1TH APARTMENTS ON THE

UPPER LEVELS. VARIOUS lYPES OF HOUSING Will SUPPORT AVARIElY

OF FAMILIES. THE DEVElOPMENT BEGINS WITH COMMUTERS, BUT

1T IS ASSUMED THAT FAMILIES AND OTHER RSIDENTS WILL WORK

WITHIN THE LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD, SO THERE WILL NEED

TO BE HOUSING OPTIONS GEARED TOWARD THEM.
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THE POOL BUILDING WILL BE THE lARGEST BUILDING SET WITHIN

THE LINEAR PARK. AS THE DESIGN SHOWS, THERE WILL BE THREE

MAIN ElEMENTS TO THE POOL BUILDING. THE SOUTHERN

PORTION IS HOUSES LOCKER ROOo\t\SAND OFFICES. THE

TRIANGUlAR SECTION HOLDS THE WAITING AND DINING SPACES.

THE THIRD PORTION OF THE BUILDING IS THE KITCHEN AND

PREP AREA FOR THE CAFE,

THE DINING SPACE OPENS ONTO THE POOL OECK ALLOWING

PATRONS TO SEE INSIDE. DINERS WILL HAVE A FULL VIEW OF THE

POOL AND SUN DECK.



THE PROPOSED T.O.O. TRIANGLE SHOWING THE

COMMUTER STATION AND GREENWAY CROSSING.

THE ORCHARD IS IN THE CENTER BORDERED BY

THE ROWHOUSES TO THE NORTH WHILE THE

RETAIL STRIP LIES ON THE SOUTHERN BORDER.
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THE NORTHERN SITE HOlDING THE LINEAR PARK AND PRAIRIE Will BE LANDSCAPED IN ASPECIFIC FASHION. THE SITE HAS ALARGE BANK OFTREES AT

THE SOUTHWESTERN EDGE. UTILIZING THE TREES, TOPOGRAPHIC LANDFORMS WIll EVOLVE ACROSS THE SITE TO CREATE HYDROLOGICAL PODS. THE

HOPE IS THAT THE LANDFORMS Will CREATE PODS WHICH WIll NATURAllY HOLD WATER FROM RAINS. AS THE WIND BLOWS. THE EXISTING TREES

Will RELEASE SEEDS THAT WIll GERMINATE IN THE WET PODS. THIS SYSTEM Will AllOWTHE FUCTIONS OF THE PARK TO NATURAllY INFlll SPOTS

WHERE THE LANDFORMS AllOW. AS THE NEW GROWTH BEGINS TO fill IN THE PARK, THE FUNCTION PERSCRlBED. Will NATURAllY INTEGRATE

THEMSElVES INTO THE PARK. THE GRAPHICS ABOVE SHOW THE EVOLUTION OF THE LANDFORMS AND HOW THEY Will CREATE ADYNAMIC LIVING

PLACE.
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LINEAR PARK/PRAIRIE TRANSITION LANDSCAPE

.- ..

ATHLETIC FielDS IN LINEAR PARK

TYPICAL GREENWAY CONDITION
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THE GREENWAY LOOP PASSING THROUGH SW DETROIT ALLOWS

THE OPPORTUNITY FOR MORE SIGNIFICANT INTERVENTIONS.

TOTHE NORTH LIES THE LINEAR PARK AND PRAIRIE. IN THE

SOUTHERN PORTION THE T.O.D.IS SHOWN. AS THE PATHWAY

DEPARTS FROM THE RAIL RIGHT·OF-WAY, IT'S COLOR BECOMES

ALTERED. THIS GRAPHIC METHOD IS M[ANTTO SHOW THE

PATH AS A INTRODUCTION ELEMENT WITHIN THE

PROGRAMMED SITES.



SITE ONE SHOWING THE HYDROLOGICAL LANDFORMS

\



LINEAR PARK AND PRAIRIE SITE MODEL
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SITE TWO SHOWING THE TRANSIT·ORIENTED·DEVELOPMENT



SCHEMATIC PERSPECTIVE OF TOWN HOMES AND MULTIFAMilY STRUaURE



TRANSIT·ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT SITE MODEL



~QAnoN. CONS'llUCllON

THE COMMUTER STATION CONTINUED TO EVOlVE

THROUGH THE MANIPULATION AND INTEGRATION Of

THE GREENWAY RAMPJNGSYSTEM. THE STATION fUNCTIONS

ARE INSERTEOAS PLANES TO AllOW THE MODEL TO RETAIN

AN ABSTRACT APPLICATION. THE fOCUS Of THE DESIGN

WAS THE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE, HOWEVER THE STATION

ENVelOPES THE BRIDGE INTO THE LARGER CONTEXT Of THE

DESIGN.



THE FINAL CONCEPTION OF THE COMMUTER STATION SHOWS A PURE TRANSITION BETWEEN BUILDING FORM AND THE GREENWAY TO RAMPING

SYSTEM. HERE THE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE STANDS AS THE MAIN ElEMENT OF THE STATION. THE BRIDGE ISSUPPORTEO BY AN ElEGANT, YET

SIMPLE CABLING SYSTEM. AS THE RAMPS DESCEND TQWARDTHE GROUND, THE FACfTlNG CONDITION IS INTRODUCED TO ACHOR THE DESIGN

TO THE OTHER ElEMENTS OFTHE GREATER MASTER PLAN. THE OTHER MAIN ELEMENT OF THE STATION, THE ENTRANCE AND WAITING GAllERY,

IS ENVISIONED ASA TALL AND AIRY SPACE. THE ROOM WILL BE FILLEOWITH WARMING SOUTHERN LIGHT, BUT COUNTERED BY SHADING DEVICES

BUILT INTO THE STRUCTURAL SYSTEM. INTERIOR BUILDING CIRCULATION IS INTEGRAL TO THE RAMPING SYSTEM. THE FINAL PIECE, THE WAITING

PLATFORMS BLEND SEAMLESSLYWITH THE REST OF THE MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE STATION.



I
I/

SECTIONAL PERSPECTIVE OF THE COMMUTER STATION



WITHIN THE LINEAR PARK, AN ARCHITECTURAL INTERVENTION MADE IS THE POOL HOUSE. HERE THE ARCHITECTURAL OBJECT IS IDENTIFIED AS A

PAVILION WITHIN THE LANDSCAPE. THE POOL HOUSE HOUSESA SMAll CAFE, LOCKER ROOMS, AND OTHER SERVICE FUNCTIONS TO MAINTAIN

THE LARGE COMMUNITY POOL IT IS THE INTENTION THAT THE BUILDING REST AMONGST THE HYDROLOGICAL LANDFORMS, AND THUS OVER

TIME, RESIDE AMONG ANATURALLY SEEDED PATCH OF NATIVE LANDSCAPE SPECIES. THE DESIGN REMAINS DECEPTIVElY SIMPLISTIC TO ALLOW

ITTO REMAIN INFUSED WITH THE lANDSCAPE. THE MAIN STRUCTURE OFTHE BUILDING REMAINS ASA REPETITIVE ELEMENT FROM OTHER

PROJECTS WITH IN THE GREATER CONTEXT. DOING SO, WilL ALLOW UNFAMILIAR USERS TO RELATE SPACES INTO A LARGER WEB, THUS CREATING

A LARGE COGNITIVE MAP OFTHE MULTIPLE SITES. THE DESIGN IS ALSO MEANT TO FUNCTIONAL FOR FOUR SEASONS. AS THE WEATHERCHANGES,

THE RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN THE PARK Will BE ALTERED TO CATER TO THE SEASON, THUS REINFORCING THE BUILDING'S NECESSITY.
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THE FINAL REALIZATION OF THE OUPUT FOR THIS STUDY COULD BE SUMMARIZED AS A THOUGHFUL COLLECTION OF PIECES

TO MAKE ONE WHOLE. WHILE THE LANDSCAPE AND BUILDING FORMS DO WElL TO COMPLIMENT ONE'S THOUGHTS OF THE

PROCESS, THEY FAIL TO GO BEYOND WHAT THOSE CONSIDER PREDICTABLE OR SAFE FOR A PROJECT OF THIS SCOPE. THE

UNDERTAKING WAS CONSIDERABLE, AND IN THE END IT SEEMS AS THOUGH, IF IT HAD BEEN NARROWED, THE OUTCOME MAY

HAVE SUFFERED. THE BEST WAY TO CATEGORIZE THE THEORY OF THE INTERVENTIONS WAS THAT THEY MATERIALIZED WElL,

BUT FAILED TO PUSH THE BOUNDS OF THE PROGRAM LAID OUT WITH THEM. IT IS VERY POSSIBLE, THAT WITH MORE TIME,

THE BOUNDS OF THE SITES COULD BE PUSHED TO BEYOND THEIR BOUNDARIES. BY ABSORBING AN URBAN CONTEXT WITHIN

THE SITES, WOULD FURTHER JUSTIFY THE DECISIONS RENDERED WITHIN THE SElECTED SITES.

ONE OF THE PROJECT'S STRONGEST ARGUMENTS IS ilS VALIDITY. THE RAILS-TO-TRAILS CONVERSION IS GAINING POPULARITY

ALL AROUND THE COUNTRY, AND PROJECTS ALONG THESE ROUTES HAVE FAR BETTER APPEAL AND RESALE THAN THOSE THAT

AREN'T. AS OIL PRICES CONTINUE TO SET RECORDS, AUTOMAKERS AND DRIVERS ALIKE ARE FORCED TO RECONSIDER THEIR

PRIORITIES. DETROIT HAS ALSO MARKED A PERIOD OF GROWTH FOR ClASS A OFFICE OCCUPANCY RATES. THESE RATES ARE

DRIVEN BY SUBURBAN EMPLOYERS MOVING TO THE CITY. ROCK FINANCIAL WHICH IS SAID TO BRING FOUR THOUSAND

EMPLOYEES TO THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, IN THE NEXT THREE YEARS, IS A MAJOR EXAMPLE. THE MAYOR ALSO

ANNOUNCED THE PUSH TO REINSTAll THE MASS-TRANSIT LINE ON WOODWARD AVENUE. FUNDING FOR THE WESTERN ARM

OF THE DETROIT RIVERWALK HAS ALSO BEEN ALLOCATED ALONG WITH MAJOR PARCElS OF LAND ADJACENT TO THE

RIVERWALK. THESE MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE KEY DRIVERS THAT ARE PUTTING TOGETHER All OF THE ELEMENTS SO AS

TO PUT ONE'S PROPOSAL INTO PLAY.

IF THE PROJECT WERE TO BE TAKEN TO A REALISTIC PROPOSAL, SOME MAJOR ISSUES NEED TO BE CONSJDERD. HOW THE

GREENWAYS CONNECT AND FEED INTO THE NEIGHBORHOODS ARE OF MAJOR CONCERN. BECAUSE OF THE PROJECT'S SIZE, A

PRIVATE SECURITY FORCE AND SYSTEM WOULD NEED TO BE IMPLEMENTED JUST AS IS DONE WITH THE DETROIT RIVERWALK.

FROM AN ARCHITECTURAL STANDPOINT, THE ElEMENTS OF LANDSCAPE URBANISM, THOUGH THOUGHFUL, LACK A VISION

PAST IMPLEMENTATION. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT SOME FORMAL PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE PLAN WOULD HAVE TO

COMPLIMENT THE INITIAL SCHEMES. ASIDE FROM THESE ISSUSES, THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT IF EXECUTED AND PHASED

PROPERLY THE GREENWAY ROUTE AND COMMUTER STATION WOULD LINK THE ENTIRE METRO REGION OF DETROIT, GIVING

RESID ENTS AL TERNATIVE METHODS OF TRANSIT.
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