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Stereotypes, pre-conceived notions, and reputations that cities have is unquestionably not objec-
tive, and a sense of ignorance is hence derived, especially from those people who have not been
there or one who drew a conclusion after a short visit there. Unfair and ill-informed conclusions taint
the way the public views the specific city, and deters from the truth, due to social media reports and se-
lective coverage. With thesis research, the Facebook page “City Thoughts”, offers a wide variety of
what people think about certain cities across our nation, which may have developed a reputation over
the years. The first city put on the page was Detroit, and it asked people for their honest opinions and
to not hold anything back. Wall post feedback created conversation/banter back and forth with each
other with what they agreed upon, and what they didn’t. It became a debate which was beneficial with
the understanding of where people derive their opinions and stereotypes from. It was also great be-
cause of the diversity of friends from around the country on Facebook. To have people of all demo-
graphics promotes valid exploration of the various types of thoughts and stereotypes people may have
about the specific cities. On Facebook, It had the city topics of Detroit, Los Angeles, and
Seattle so far, and had some great feedback along with constant active participation. The goal was to
determine and analyze the thoughts and notions that people from all around the US and Michigan, of
all ages, determined about these cities so | could further prove the validity of the thesis.



Interviews of Detroit residents, along with
non-residents, found to be interesting, yet
predictable. | interviewed a resident who lives
two houses down on Fairfield Ave, in
Detroit. Initially, questions were asked about
their personal experiences with Detroit, and
what their opinion on the city is, and what it
was. He was 64 years old, and has lived here
his whole life. He said that Detroit is a” weath-
ered city, yet a hard-working location, with an
impeccable amount of potential for further,
beneficial development. “ One might expect a
positive answer when interviewing a long time
resident of Detroit. The next question asked
threw him for a loop, and it was what he
thought of Los Angeles. He responded with,
“Movie stars, superficiality, rich, money every-
where, fake, plastic surgery.” Granted, he had
never traveled to Los Angeles, he still had
these observations about the city due to the
fact of what the social media has portrayed L.A
to be. To continue the thesis exploration, The
next interview was with Mike, who lives in
North Hollywood. He was asked what he
thought of L.A, and he responded with “lively,
urban sprawl, stimulated economy, tradition,
architecturalelegance.”

Again, this information was not very surprising,
based on his residency. he was then asked
about Detroit, while he has never been to detroit.
He responded with “Black people, crime, guns,
drugs, gray weather, corrupt, broke, and fossil-
ized”. Perphaps has been influenced with social
media hype, and his personal stereotypes were
then formulated. The resident from Detroit, and
Mike from L.A, both may be victims of social
media influence, which then pushed them to for-
mulate personal notions and stereotypes, which
may not deserving of each city. This is a small
example of what happens everywhere across the
nation with a multiplicity of cities. The next step
for this thesis is continuing the “City Thoughts”
Facebook page, along with determining what
cities to choose: to decipher what cities have the
most relevance with respect to pre-conceived no-
tions and stereotypes. To connectwith firms and
organizations that assist with the stopping of ste-
reotypes, and promote education would be ben
eficial. For example the Eminem Superbowl
Commercial and how effective it was in showing
the nation the truth about Detroit, and shedding a
positive light on it, which therefore promoted re-
spect and the stopping of ill-informed stereo-
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In today’s society, stereotypes exist everywhere and are
inevitable. Though we all must realize that stereotypes don’t
come from thin air, we have to also understand that unde-
served “conclusion jumping” also takes place quite fre-
quently. It is unfair and undeserving for some of these cities
to have the preconceived notions correlated with the name
of their city. Stereotypes promote the depletion of reputa
tions, and unfair treatment. The mass media plays a vital
role in how people all across the world perceive things, be-
cause they believe what they are told to believe, which is not
neccesarily the whole truth. It started by exposing the
abundant existence of the stereotypes, starting at a macro
level of analysis. The analysis started with the nation as a
whole, to then tighten the scope to the city of Detroit. The
analysis started through a social networking survey which
started at the beginning of the 2011 summer.




The exposure of these stereotypes started on a
nationwide level, and then focused on a specific level,
Detroit. The social networking survey provided a city
each week, followed by the response of peers. This step
in the thesis development was vital because it
exposed what needed to be brought to attention. The
pre-conceived notions that many had, promoted the point
being proved, and the later solution projected.

SOCIAL NETWORKING OPINION SURVEY

Zack Klima
Couple more Cities before the end of the summer. Next oty MUAMI. what Zack Klima
are your thoughts and preconceptions? PR ——— NEW YORK CITY. What are your thoughts and conceptions about this vast
Like - Comment - Limfollow Post - August 1 2 g H aty?
. i mment - Unfollow Pe Sy 13 at 8 28p

John Faski fun place to go in the winter because it's warm. H 8 Le - co alialty

ive always imagined miami having good weather. nice H

beaches, good vacation city.

August 21 at 2:52pm - Like

~ Drew SN Cocaine.
August 21 at 3:15pm - Like

Brad BN completely taken over by latinos

. . Mike Danelia LA just opened up a "Detroit-themed” diner,
August 21 at 9:05pm - Like

lol fuckin® clowns. 'm gonna open a Hollywood - themed
restaurant that will serve nothing but <10 calorie food and

x Drew NS Lcbron James/Dwayne Wade [Chris piles of cocaine for dessert.

Bosh/Rick Ross
August 21 at %07pm - Like - <3 1 person

STEREOTYPES

Zack Klima
Ok everyore, Master's Year is i full iwing now and it is imperative for
your input. What do you think the top § most stereotyped cities aerois

H Zack Klima
Seasens . LOS ANGELES what are your honest initial thowghts |/ perceptions | pre - our nation are? And why?
H conderved notions you have had? Like  Comment  Usdollow Post
H Comment tolow Post L meeeeeeessaas
Grant Gillish san-fransisco: GAY x

P Detroit: dangerous
Hollywood: only rich/famous people live there, it's super
glamorous

Las Vegas: sin city, gambling and prostitutes galore

Sak Lake City: All mormon, all the time.

September 9 at 2:21pm - Like

Tyler Peters most expensive place in america with the least *
amount of freedom... cigs are like 12 bucks a pack thats just
ridiculous!

August 9 at 12:01am - Like

EXISTENCE



The literature that came henceforth was quite
predictable, yet useful to the thesis. This proved that
within educated participants, stereotypes still exist
and are powerful, regardless of what the whole ob-
jective truth might be. The cities that were selected
on the social networking survey are those who have
fallen victim to absolute negative stereotypes. As
mentioned, stereotyping exists for reasons, “conclu-
sion jumping” exists just as much as the foundation of
the stereotypes themselves. Interestingly, the people
on the previous graphic have not traveled the the
cities that they speak so freely about. It is so appar-
ent that they jumped to conclusions, which is not fair
to the city, and its reputation. It seemed quite arro-
gant to jump to such conclusions when they have not
traveled or studied there.
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When this survey was started to analyze the ex-
istence of stereotypes within our society,
research began on the macro scale, adressing first
the nation as a whole. The next part that was vital to
the thesis comes in the form of the location of the
thesis. To fully grasp all the aspects, one must
understand all angles of attack, large and small.
Questions were asked about cities across the U.S
all throughout the summer, to finally focus on
DETROIT, Ml. Detroit has fallen victim to more
stereotypes than most cities across the US, which
puts the residents of this great city at a social
disadvantage. This next graphic exposed what
peers think of this once vibrant, bustling city.
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STEREOTYPICAL CONCLUSIONS

Social networking survey that had the scope of Detroit

Zack Klima
Of everyone, without your bias of our city of DETROIT, what were your
honest initial thoughts/perceptions/pre - conceived notions you had?

B e

E Hope Katherine Malatestinic Haha that it was an extremely

dirty city. | thought | was going to get shot if | did anything

Bbut drive to school and leave. | was scared of anyone that = - =1 POSITIVE
looked at me funny when driving through. | thought
everyone was either drunk or high or homeless.
June 2 at 10:28pm - Like

Detroit’s population fell to 713,777 in 2010, the lowest since
1910, when it was 466,000. In a shift that was unthinkable
20 years ago, Detroit is now smaller than Austin, Tex.,

Charlotte, N.C., and Jacksonville, Fla.
P 4
otm

DOWN & OUT IN DETROIT

AT LARASH regorts om 3 ity e rins

John Faski dangerous, lots of viclence, thought it might
hawe a cool downtown area, but still not sure if i'd want 1o
live in detroit.

June 3 at 9:12pm - Like

Bree Shantel Before actually coming to the city, | thought it
) was going to be very dangerous, My family and friends from

home told me not to “get shot® and that the city was going to

be wvery run down. | had often heard it referred to as a “thug

iy lal.

June 7 at 4:30pm - Like

Mike Danelia | would definitely lave to live in the city on my
own or with friends. However in its current state | doubt that
I would want to raise a family there, but lots of changes can
and will take place in the next few years so who knows.

June Bar 11:16pm - Like

T SORRY WE MISSED YOU.

detroit sucks

Like - Comment - Subscribe - June 8 at 9:50pm



Stereotypes were exposed throughout not
only Detroit as a city, but also the nation as a
whole. Detroit is not the only city who has fallen
victim to such harsh stereotypes. Recently, much
attention has been paid to the eventual rebirth of
Detroit. Many internal movements, and real
estate wonders are being accomplished within the
city. Not many people know of these movements
because the mass media does not deem it news-
worthy or meritorious. The mass media tends to
dwell on the negative, because it provides for
more newsworthy coverage. A Detroiter has
learned of the many movments currently happen-
ing in the city, and have taken an interest in identi
fying many of them and what they stood for.
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Revealing the existence of stereotypes, and the remedies people are
trying to accomplish with the internal movements that are taking place
within the city of Detroit, steps needed to be taken. All throughout the city
and across the nation, many people make the arguement that “Detroit is
coming back, and its on the way up!”. When asked why, people seem to
have a lack of valid answers that objectively explain why Detroit could po-
tentially come back. The graphic on the previous page breaks down why
Detroit has the potential to make its way back. All the internal move-
ments that are happening dont receive news exposure because they are
not “newsworthy” activities..

Once these entities throughout the city of Detroit gain the news they
deserve, the negative stereotypes will be battled. In this graphic an em-
phasis was placed on 1 of the 3 categories, which was GEOGRAPHY.
Detroit has a unique geography that can not be argued against. What is
Michigan surrounded by? FRESH WATER. The amount of fresh water
we have is significant. If the public knew that the rest of the nation relies
on us for our water, their appreciation of Detroit would change. One com-
prehends that people are going to think what they will, but to offer the
educated option to shift the way they think to another option is viable, and
extremely beneficial to the nationwide reputation of Detroit.




| PORT OF DETROIT IS THE BUSEST PORT OF THE |
| GREAT LAKES. 195 MLLION TONS OF CARGO HAVE |

(ABBOWED

Fresh water, and the Great Lakes is what Michigan is defined by.

Michigan is a peninsula surrounded by great bodies of water, which
originally made it an important entity for trading. The Detroit River is a
vital vein to the existence of Detroit, Toledo, Chicago, Cleveland and Buf-
falo. The Port of Detroit is the busiest port of the Great Lakes, in which
over 19.5 million tons of cargo passed through in 2010. Also due to its
importance, President Clinton named the Detroit River one of the “Heri-
tage Rivers” of the United States. Here is a graphic that shows visually
the reliance from the rest of the nation on Detroit and its water compo-
nent.

ONTARIO
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Paul Gunther, writing for the Huffington Post, had an article that came out as an
important piece dealing with water. In the DL! film,“The Farmer and the Philosopher”,
Barlow discusses, among other things, Detroit’s inevitable rise to power in the next 50
years due to its location proximity to the country’s highest concentration of freshwater.
Not to mention the fact that through navigable canals and waterways, one can easily
access the Atlantic and the Mississippi. So, what exactly does this mean?

Gunther asserts that this will lead to population increase in Michigan. And given
that most populations naturally congregate in metropolitan areas, you can bet that
Detroit will probably see sharp increases.

This is a recent post from Detroitlives.com, that breifly touches on the importance
of water in Detroit. “We are going to rise to power again because of the geographic re-
lation to water, and the vast amounts of it” (Barlow). A lot of discovery took place by
digging at the concept of Detroit’s fresh Water component. Corporate water compa-
nies like Dasani, Nestle, and Perrier currently have a contract with the State of Michi-
gan to pump our fresh water and sell in their state. We are selling our water to help
the stimulation of other States economies with our entity. This is wrong.
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With all of the research of stereotypes, preconceived notions, and
geographic entities, one is compelled by the arguement that water is the future
catalyst for the rebirth of the city. The use of water to help battle the stereo-
types our city has is a vital way to help the residents of Michigan, and people
across the nation. Fresh water is a vital, valid, and innovative way to help re-
brand Detroit. Through education and production, our city will reveal how
strong we really are. Stereotypes can not be ignored and will never be forgot-
ten, but a shift in thinking objectively will allow people to view Detroit differ
ently.




Rebranding Detroit in the way of Fresh water will inevitably bring to
light a different way to view the city. Water is such an important geo-
graphic resource, and is easily overlooked and underestimated. Water
makes cities work: Municipal water systems, waste treatment, sewers,
cleansing, consumption. According to dwsd.org, Michigan has the
number one cleanest munipal water system in the U.S, and that is ex-
actly what is going to be capitalized on. Re brand the city in the way of
fresh water. To create an economic stimulus in the way of what Detroit
was founded on: Production. Create our own brand of water that people
will recognize and start to fully understand how important we are as a
city.
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BMW Car Factory (Zaha Hadid) Germany

Transparent Car Factory (Gunter Henn) Germany

Dockside Green (Douglas Farr) British Columbia

Houton Park (Kongjian Yu) Shanghai






Zaha Hadid

Manufacturing has a very negative connotation that is
tagged along with the term. Normally people think of
smoke stacks, sewage run off, pollution, and a large open
warehouse. Every manufacturing entity generally has
these aspects inside of them. Manufacturing does not have
to be all these things They can be different. They can be
better.

23
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BMW Car Factory

Germany Zaha Hadid

The primary organizing strategy is the
scissor-section that connects ground floor and
first floor into a continuos field.two sequences of
terraced plates like giant staircases step up
from north to south and from south to north. One
commences close to the public lobby passing
by/overlooking the forum to reach the first floor
in the middle of the building. The other cascade
starts with the cafeteria at the south end moving
up to meet the first cascade then moving all the
way up to the space projecting over the en-
trance.
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BMW Car Factory Germany Zaha Hadid

Manufacturing does not have to be what we think it
is, because of what it has been. As time matures, so
does our sense of thought and how we view the “norm”
of design. This car factory really addresses that issue.
The exterior cloaks its manufacturing purpose. It’s inte-
rior reminds one of a museum. The pleasing aesthetic
and attractive functionality puts a large spin on what
~e think of the norm for manufacturing to be.
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Modern, clean, pristine, and elegent are some words
that describe the experience of seeing this manufactur-
ing factory. How can a manufacturing plant have such
charisma and focus? Manufacturing does not have to be
negative and dirty. It can be clean, elegant, and inte-
grated into our everyday manufacturing process in our
society today

Germany Gunter Henn

This facility challenges the notion of a factory. Simi-
lar to the BMW factory in Germany, this manufacturing
entity puts a unique spin on what manufacturing pres-
ently means to us in society. There are no smoke-
stacks, toxic waste or other manufacturing eye sores
that exist within the Transparent Car Factor
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Transparent Car Factory Germany Gunter Henn

The Transparent Factory is situated in the city center of Dresden, the 800-year-old German
baroque city known for its arts and craftsmanship. It stands on the former location of the con-
vention center. The factory’s walls are made almost completely of glass. Its floors are covered
entirely in Canadian maple. ltis visitor-friendly layout was designed to accommodate up to 250
tourists per day. There are no smokestacks, no loud noises, and no toxic byproducts. Volkswa-
gen has planted 350 trees in the grounds. They planted these trees for the execution of the
concept called phytoremediation, in which the planted trees with clean the soil around it.




Transparent Car Factory

The glass structure of the transparent factory allows one to witness the
process of car production. Volkswagen has created a major center of auto-
motive culture that provides unprecedented insight into the production of
motor cars. With its glass tower, almost 40m high and visible from afar, con-
taining the finished cars awaiting collection, the transparent factory' has
quickly established itself as one of Dresden’s top attractions. Once again,
manufacturing aspects from the past do not have to become part of the
mainstream design for facilities like this. Challenging what we think of as
standard design for manufacturing facilities is what can change the opinions
of people. This Car Factory can be designed in such a clean and elegent
way, therefore providing hope for other types of manufacturing.

Germany

Gunter Henn
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SUSTAINABLE
IIRBANISM

URBAN DESIGN WITH NATIIRE
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Dockside Green Beritish Columbia Douglas Farr

~ oy g s w Douglas Farr places emphasis on sustainability with all of his
work. Dockside Green is a wonderful project because it deals with
the use of water in such a genius way. He took all the previously
used ideas, and bent them into such creative sustainable entities.




32

Dockside Green British Columbia Douglas Farr

Vancity, owner and developer, believes that Dockside Green
has redefined sustainable waterfront living as we know it. It is truly
unique. As a LEED ND Platinum project, it is created around the
principles of smart growth, green building and sustainable com-
munity design in harmony with nature. It is the shared values and
innovative amenities that help create this true sense of commu-
nity, of belonging. This community has a very well designed in
between space for the living residences. He confronts the prob-
lem of waste water, and storm water retention, and intertwines it
with the design of the green water walkway. The most beautiful
green water walkway, is what takes care of the waste water and
storm water retention. People pay top dollar to live right next to
this, but you would never know of it because of the creativity
Douglas Farr shows with how he implements these sustainable
aspects. Such creativity when it comes to water is carefully ex-
ecuted with Dockside Green.
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Dockside Green British Columbia Douglas Farr

This thesis deals with water as a way to help rebrand the
city of Detroit, and Douglas Farr has adminably constructed
creative ways to use water as a way to accomplish sustain-
able design. Using water to clean and take care of the basic
aspects of life is credible, but to also make it an aesthetic
quality is quite remarkable.
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Houtan Park Shanghai KongjianYu

, Built on a brownfield of a former industrial site, Houtan Park
is a regenerative living landscape on Shanghai Huangpu river-
front. The park’s constructed wetland, ecological flood control,
reclaimed industrial structures and materials, and urban agricul-
ture are integral components of an overall restorative design
strategy to treat polluted river water and recover the degraded
waterfront in an aesthetically pleasing way
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Houtan Park Shanghai KongjianYu

The objective of the park design was to: create a green
Expo, accommodate for a large influx of visitors during the
exposition from May to October, demonstrate green tech-
nologies, transform a unique space to make the Expo an
unforgettable event, and transition into a permanent public
waterfront park after the Expo.
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Houtan Park Shanghai KongjianYu

Houtan Park shows how water is used in such a creative way to pre-
serve and clean to environment, as well as to act as an aethetic to the
residents of Shanghai. While observing and occupying a beautiful aes-
thetic, one can be an active part of the positive environmental impact.
They can successfully know they are a part of something sustainable.
Water is used as a catalyst to better the environment.
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Detroit is a great city that has much pride in
:l' our past, present, and future. We were one of
[ é! . the most important cities in the United States
- oo earlier in the century, based off of our manufac-
% v ‘-I:'. turing and industrial presence. Industry spurred
y 3 growth during the first half of the 20th century as
the city drew tens of thousands of new resi-
dents, particularly workers from the Southern
United States, to become the United States'
fourth largest. At the same time, tens of thou-
sands of European immigrants located in the
city. Detroit became a pivotal component in the
victory of WW2 due to it's production
presence.Consolidation during the 1950s, espe
cially in the automobile sector, streamlined the
supply chain. An extensive freeway system con-
structed in the 1950s and 1960s had facilitated
‘commuting. In 1940, the city held about one-
. third of the state's population, while the metro-
olltan region currently holds roughly one-
1-( alf.[19] Commensurate with the shift of popula
‘? on and jobs to its suburbs, the city's tax base
. eroded.

During the African-American Civil Rights
. Movement of the 1950s and 1960s, Detroit wit-
'sed social unrest, culminating in the Twelfth
eet riot in July 1967. The gasoline crises of
73 and 1979 impacted the U.S. auto industry

small cars from foreign makers made inroads
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Manfacturing has and will always be in the
equation of any successful city across the world.
Detroit is often used as a synonym for the Amer- _
ican Automotive Industry that was nurtured into
maturity on the banks of the Detroit River. Prior
to 1903 Detroit was a thriving carriage produc-
tion center. Since the first horseless carriages
were originally, as their name suggests, based
on alterations to traditional carriage designs, it
was no coincidence that Henry Ford decided to
locate his first automobile factory in the fledgling
city where resources for his trade were already
widely available as were workers skilled in the
trade most associated with his new business.
Soon after the Ford Model T began rolling off as-
sembly lines and onto the streets of Detroit, the
Dodge Brothers, Walter Chrysler and others
began to set up shop, solidifying Detroit's role as
the automotive production capital of the world
for decades to come.
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opportunity to continue pre-established momentum







The site that was chosen for this thesis was
done so to speak novels of the geographic in-
dustrial past of Detroit. Located just South of
Cobo Hall, Joe Louis Arena, and the Ren Cen,
the site was chosen to be an extension of the
downtown energy. It is located on an industrial
site, that was actually a railyard in the 1950's. It
has been a prime piece of real estate that has
been abandoned for the past 62 years. Located
right on the Detroit River, it provides much op-
portunity and promise for the development of
this thesis.
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Here is a closer look at the site. It is techni-
cally located right off of Jefferson + 8th Avenue.
This graphic clearly shows the amount of oppor-
tunity this site promises for future development.
The fact that it is an abandoned site allows for
an empty drawing board that can be capitalized
on. These pictures also show the proximity to
the downtown nodes of entertainment. This site
is perfect for the plausible extension of the
downtown energy, and a viable sprawl of devel-
opment into the historic neighborhood of
Corktown.
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Deindustrialization has created “waste land-
scape through the attrition of industrial land-
scapes and buildings in older parts of the tradi-
tional central city. ” Re-programming this waste
landscape is one of the questions this thesis ex-
plores. A site specific approach must be taken
to understand the local economy and surround
ing context that will support the programmatic
conditions. The selected site and program are
integral parts of the thesis. The programmatic
conditions allow for the full potential of the ex-
ploration of this thesis in terms of business de-
velopment, response to the globalization and ar-
chitecture, and opportunities of the undervalued
and overlooked potentials of the urban waste
landscapes
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This thesis views Detroit as an opportunity to
punctuate on it’s remarkable industrial past, by
using fresh water as a catalyst + product to do
so0. This thesis also siezes the opportunity for
urban centers to rebrand themselves; in the way
that industry can be clean and beautiful using
modern technologies. The implementation of a
mixed use water-front development that places
a heavy emphasis on site strategy and water
production will enliven the surrounding neigh-
borhood of Corktown. Not only will this thesis
intervention bring a viable aesthetic to the area,
but it will economically boost the area, and
make Detroit known for what we geographically
1ave: Fresh Water.




Manufacturing has long been a cornerstone of our
national economy. This crucial sector is central to the
creation and retention of good jobs and a good stan-
dard of living for working families. In both larger cities
and smaller communities, manufacturing jobs — espe-
cially unionized jobs — offer powerful economic ben-
efits. As a sector, manufacturing firms are especially
valuable to the economy because, when they export
goods, they bring back to their communities much of
the wealth earned from sales around the country and
the world.

The positive effects of a healthy industrial sector
spread far beyond manufacturing itself. Reports from
the National Association of Manufacturing (NAM) indi-
cate that each dollar’s worth of manufactured goods
creates another $1.43 of activity in other sectors,
twice the $.71 multiplier for services. Also, two thirds
of U.S. research and development capacity is con-
centrated in manufacturing. Manufacturing has long
been a dynamic economic sector, registering remark-
ably sustained productivity growth. The Industrial
Union Council of the AFL-CIO points out that, "Annual
labor productivity growth in manufacturing averaged
2.57 percent in the 1980s and 3.51 percent in the
1990s, compared with .57 percent and .71 percent,
respectively, in non-manufacturing sectors.”
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PROGRAM SUMMARY:

Site Development;

1. Riverwalk Extension

2. Phytoremediation/urban farming
3. Sculpted Landscape

4. Green Space w/water

5. Pathways

7. Dog park

Residential:

1. 140 Residential units

2. 360 degree community fithess center

3. First floor offices (research + development)
Production:

1. Purification tower

2. Curved production space

Retalil:

1. Activation of Jefferson Ave.
2. Apple Store



This site is such a prime location not just be-
cause it is on the Detroit River directly, but it acts
as a link between the downtown area and the
Neighborhood of Corktown, which leads directly
inro Mexicantown. The initial bold move of this
thesis was to extend the pre-existing Riverwalk
from where it stops, to the end of the site,
making it a Southern most destination of the
Riverwalk.
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN INSPIRATION (s)

This architectural intervention will take on many
political statements, and battle much criticism
when it comes to pre-conceived notions. The
driving inspiration behind the initial form of the
architectural aesthetic is directly derived from
linearity. Longevity and linearity.




Earlier it was discussed that the Dresden Car
Factory was a large inspiration to the develop-
ment of this thesis. Everything that it stood for
was something that was pertinent to this thesis.
Ranging from how they pulled off manufacturing
in a clean and beautiful way, to how the process
of manufacturing was made visible to promote
education. The most important part of that
building was how everything was exposed.
Much glazing was used in that project, to pro-
mote an educational component. It was almost
as if a live section cut was virtually in place, for
the public to view and witness the process of
manufacturing. The public can be educated on
the different aspects of the process of manufac-
turing from just being outside of the building.
The individuals could grasp the bare concepts
of industry from just witnessing the exterior of
the factory.
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN INSPIRATION (s)

much glazing to promote visible education

i | -a—— ..m




This is picture of the interior space of the car
factory that really expresses how the architect
took on the negative connotations of manufac-
turing design, and made it into something beau-
tiful. Manufacturing with a spin.

COoNTINU

55




56

The unnatural state of this “factory” is intriguing because no
one would ever know that this is a car factory unless the use
is proactively sought out. The linearity and educational com-
ponent is the main inspiration for the development of this
thesis, dealing with the building design.
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wood floor assembly line
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=5SIGN DEVELOPMENT

With everything taken into account, further
design decisions were made. After analyzing
many different elements of linearity and longev-
ity, it was time to investigate site development.
To understand the site, and fully comprehend
how the different buildings relate to eachother is
very important and needed to be known. Does
this thesis take on the design of many a campus
of different buildings, or one large pourous
building with many functions? Investigations
needed to happen.
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CONCLUSION

After doing these site strategy investigations,
it was quickly learned that a campus of buildings
for this mixed-use development is not the way to
go for the furtherment of this thesis. Architec-
ture is about the adaptive nature of the site and
what speaks to the success of the future. These
sketches were important to know what works
and what does not wark. The conclusion to this
exercise provided the answer that it was appar-
ent to go in the other direction: one building with
a multi-functional atmosphere.
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

After the previous investigations, other forms
were tested. Alarge mass with a multi-function-
al atmosphere was the driving inspiration due to
the prior site strategies. As discussed earlier lin-
earity and longevity was a rationalized formal in-
spiration due to the geographic narrowness of
the site. The design phase is always difficult be
cause of how every move needs to be success-
fully rationalized. The next couple pages will
show the design process of the now second
design development scene, dealing with a large
mass and multiple functions.
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residential
live and work situation

1
connection to live-work

form investigation 2
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These skethey investigations of form start to engage with the
ideas of mass and void. Multi-functional spaces are widely in use
today, and are done so in a successful way. This was the first go
around at what the formal expression of this mixed-use develop-

ment could potentially start to look like.

purification + production
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This is a quick look at the proposed functionality of the floor plan for
the residential aspect of this building. It was decided that more rigor
needed to be appled to the formal expression of this building.
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CONCLUSION



After the second try on design development, it
was done for the purpose of creating on building
with a multi-functional atmosphere. After ex-
ecuting these moves with sketchy formal
design, it was established that this needed to be
done with more rigor, as well as a more in depth
analysis of form and function. It was decided
that one mare design development exploration
needed to happen. Form needed to follow more
closely the function of this mixed use develop-
ment.

7
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=SIGN DEVELOPMENT

(3)

After the previous invesbgations, othar forme
wiare tegted. A large mase with a multi-function-
al atmosphere was the driving inespiration dus to
the prior gite strategies. More rigor and disci-
pline neadad to be put in thiz stage of the thesia.
Thiz naxt formal expression of design was the
main deaign that led o the finished product
COne could =ay that this waa the pivotal point in
the design proceas.
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Corktown, Detraoit.
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Bringing the Riverwalk into the site to make it the Southern des-
tination along the riverfront. One linear building with multiple
functions.
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mass + void







residential + 360 view fithess center

riverwalk passthrough

purification tower + production

street retail

connection
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purification tower

chaotic side vs. urban side
(residential)
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CONCLUSION

It was learned after this form study that the
building was too “blocky” and the mass really
got in the way of the Detroit River. The beautiful
views were blocked, gaurded, and left for dead.
As interesting as the form was, the building
needed to become more pourous and breath-
able. The site is strategically located on the De-
troit River, and that fact was ignored. The views
to the river needed to be celebrated in a clever
way. One more investigation needed to
happen, and as stated previously, the final form
was directly derived from this past design rendi-
tion.
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FINAL DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

(4)

These next couple pages express the final
design intentions for this thesis. Trial after trial,
it was learned what does work and what does
not work. This final design is a compilation of
this whole thesis, and what it was striving to ac-
complish.



Northwest view
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{3}

SITE DEVELOPMEMT



This Design is much more pourous and open
to the water. This mixed-use development
offers great site development, and becomes the
southern most destination on the River-walk. All
the activities on the site provide a lively atmo-
sphere for users of all ages. It makes people
desire to travel to this place with their family,
friends, and colleagues.
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Northeast View




northwest view




This design offers such dynamic to the site. The
openess and fluidity in form promotes a unique ex-
perience everytime a user travels here.



This developed design is a product of many trials
and tribulations in the earlier stagesof this thesis.
Many views and openings have been created to
celebrate the presence of the Detroit River. This
destination is the product of a diligent effort to help
educate the public of how important Detroit is
across the world.
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programmatic breakdown




This graphic shows the scientific geographic pro-
grammatic breakdown of what happens where in
this building. Reverting back to earlier in this book,
the program was broken down into functions to ex-
plain where things reside.
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7, 8, 9 floors
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This thesis deals with the education of all people
around Detroit, and across the nation on Michigan’s
fresh water importance. Detroit and the Great Lakes
are not only important domestically across the state,
but all across the nation, even the world.

This architectural intervention acknowledges these
things and capitalizes on the great industrial past that
Detroit has formed it’s reputation on.

This intervention promotes education on Detroit’s
self worth, and let’s the nation know how important it
is.
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